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UNBC 

LAB SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

DATE: September 7, 2017 
Time:  1:00pm to 2:00pm  
Room:  9-256 
 

Attendees:  
Andrea Gorrell – Chair (CSAM) 
Julia Wimmers-Klick – Sr. Lab Instructor (NMP) 

Lydia Troc – Biological Safety Officer 
Chelsea Pelletier–Asst Prof SHSC (CASHS) 

Saphida Migabo – ESM (CSAM)  
Umesh Parshotarm– Sr Lab Instructor (CSAM) 
Alina Constantin – Sr. Lab Instructor (NMP) 

Corbin Black - Grad Rep 

Conan Ma – Chemical Safety Officer / RSO 
Suzanne Carlson – Manager of Health & Safety  
Jennifer Skaar – Recording Secretary  

Absent:  
Ngoc Huynh – Nursing Lab Coordinator (CASHS) 

Vacant – NUGSS Rep 
Maik Gehloff – WIDC Lab Representative 
 

Jenia Blair – Alternate ESM 
Daniel Erasmus – Alternate CSAM 
 

 

 
Meeting was called to order 1:04pm 

 

1. AGENDA 

 No changes to the agenda 
  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 2, 2017 

 No changes or corrections to the minutes. 
 Corbin wanted to verify that the meeting schedule was the first Thursday of each month – 

Andrea confirmed. 

 Suzanne commented that she was still needing to look into the acid sediment collectors for the 
sinks in the labs and will follow up on best option for replace or clean and reinstall etc. 

 

3. SAFETY OFFICER REPORTS 
a) Chemical Safety Report –Conan Ma  

 Nothing new incidents to report. 
 

 Completed the hazard waste disposal for campus last month.  Conan has the stats of the 
volume of collected waste if anyone is interested.  Andrea asked if the reminder email 
helped in getting people to bring down waste.  Conan is sure that it was helpful. 

 

 Fume hood certification was completed on all fume hoods at the main campus per WCB 
standards. 
-QRRC is not yet certified but Conan has trained someone who can complete the certification 
  on site.  The only issue with the QRRC fume hood is that the fan is not adjustable which 
  could result in not airflow not meeting WCB Standards.  Andrea suggested that Conan put  
  the QRRC Manager on notice that at some point this may be an issue which will result in 
  either replacement or repair so they can put it on their budget. 
-Fume hoods on main campus have air flow monitors. Units in building 8 and building 9 also 
 have alarms.  
-Andrea asked if the alarm is local or if it triggers somewhere – Conan confirmed they are 
 local only 

 

 Lab safety orientations – Conan scheduled 2 for September and the first session had only 3 
people.  Feels that the next session may be much higher. 
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 Chemical inventory will be Conan’s focus over the next month.  He is looking to get a second 
scanner to borrow which will allow someone to assist with the inventory.  Conan will check 
to see if they may have a scanner he can borrow.  Andrea will also look into other options. 

 

 Lab inspections – Lab inspections are up to date.  Conan is setting up the schedule for the 
next round of inspections and will be looking to coordinate 2 for each lab space – one 
announced and one unannounced. 
 

b) Biosafety Officer –Lydia Troc  
 BSC (biological safety cabinet) inspections were completed.  One unit failed in 4 -416 and 

Lydia forwarded an email to everyone.  She is looking to confirm who actually uses it as it 
will be a couple of thousands of dollars to fix –waiting on a quote.  Andrea suggested 
checking with Research Allocation to verify who was allocated the cabinet and go from 
there.  Lydia suspects that a few people may be using it but if it is not being used for 
biohazards and pathogens then certification is not necessary. 

 

4. BUSINESS ARISING  
a) Biohazard Material Permit Review for Hossein Kazemian - Andrea 

 Andrea advised that the review of the permit is on hold at the moment but will bring it 
forward to the committee shortly. 

 

b) Biohazard Training Sheet – Lydia 

 Last meeting had asked everyone to review to provide comments and feedback for using the 
form.  Suzanne was to look into the signing and authority to use the form.  Suzanne does 
not see any issues with the form from her perspective but probably something that Sarah 
should look at.  Lydia had forwarded to Sarah a while back but had not heard anything.  
Jennifer offered to have Sarah contact Lydia with her comments.  

 

c) UNBC Procedure for labs under evacuation notice – Andrea 
 Questions and concerns were raised last time around evacuation procedures for labs in light 

of the fire evacuations that took place in central BC this summer.  Andrea has not yet had 
the opportunity to discuss with Sarah on UNBC’s process.  She would like everyone to start 
thinking about what would those primary concerns look like to each of the researchers and 
groups.  If there was loss of power and no back-up generators – what would you each be 
concerned about?  Suzanne noted that with the recent power outage and the fact that all 
areas could not be brought up right away has made this even more relevant.  Andrea noted 
that some groups were using equipment that were not backed up which has shed some light 
on their process and concerns as it did impact some of their research.  Everyone bring this 
back to your groups to start the conversations from an institutional level, to groups, to 
individuals what would concerns be, how could it be mitigated, and how would it look long 
term. 

 Saphida asked about the electronic locking mechanism on the doors and how does loss of 
power affect the electronic locks?  Andrea does not know -when the power was lost you 
could exit but once you did there was no way to enter back into that space.  Alina thought 
Security have keys for those doors?  Andrea noted this was something that should be known 
so faculty know how to address should it happen.  

 Alina asked if it would be better to have CMT comment on the emergency process, Andrea 
agreed and was going to speak with Todd.  

 

6 NEW BUSINESS  
a) Review of new SOP’s – Lydia 

 Culture Prep & Maintenance of E.coli, Pseudomonas, and Klebsiella for Coliform analysis:  
-Alina commented that she does not know the safe practices for these but trust that the 
person who wrote the SOP knows. 
-Corbin commented that it seemed like an easy process. 
-Andrea asked what makes sense and what does not. 
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-Umesh stated there where there is use of a degree, the asterisk is used rather than the 
degree symbol.  Under 5 (g) is an example where it would be better to show as a proper 
equation to keep it less confusing – formatting issue. 
-Saphida mentioned that not all E.coli strain is the same – Andrea indicated this would be for 
those at the BS Level 2 normal lab strains would not require this procedure.  Saphida asked 
if it would make sense to differentiate on the form?  Lydia indicated this is specifically for the 
biohazard permit that is currently up for review and this SOP would be kept in the lab space 
for anyone working with the NALS group to reference.  There will be standard SOP’s but 
there will also be specific SOP’s such as this one that will go along with the Permit. 
 

 Transport of Biohazardous Material Outside of BSL2 Laboratories, Facilities, or Hallways: 
-Umesh suggested that on the first SOP it lists what the BSL2 stands for where this SOP it 
does not.  Andrea agreed – the definition should be added. 
-Alina asked to confirm that this one would be specific to the NALS project as well – Lydia 
verified. 
-Conan noted that under 4-Safety: references SDS (safety data sheets) should actually 
reference pathogen date sheets – Andrea thought Public Health Canada shows all reference 
is to SDS – she pulled up the website during the meeting and corrected that the PSDS is 
used.  Lydia noted that Lon also has a SDS that was posted direct from the manufacturer 
out of the US which is what was used but will have PSDS added. 
-Lydia asked Corbin if in his opinion everything made sense and was easy to follow – Corbin 
confirmed that it is. 
 

7 CHAIR COMMENTS  - Andrea 

 Andrea thanked everyone for their commitment to the Lab Safety Committee. 
 Indicated we should have a new NUGSS rep shortly. 
 Next Meeting October 5th 

 

8 MEETING AJOURNED AT 1:44pm 
 
 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

Item # Description  Who  Action 
1 Biohazard Permit Application –Hossein Andrea Update to Committee on email vote 

2 Biohazard Safety Training Sheet Lydia Update on approval of the form. 

3 
Procedure for UNBC Labs under Evacuation  
Notice 

Andrea Follow up with Sarah Elliott  
 

Next Meeting 

DATE: October 5, 2017 

TIME:   1:00pm – 2:00pm 

ROOM:  9 - 256 


