
 
 

May 2015 
 
Greetings and best wishes for 2015! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEAR READERS 
 
This is my last newsletter before September 2015.  Summer is fast 
approaching and a number of events will be taking place before June 22nd, 
2015, to celebrate UNBC’s 25th anniversary.  While the Office of Research 
will remain active, some members will be taking well-deserved holiday time. 
Nevertheless, we will make sure that all essential tasks are managed and 
that staff members are available to assist you. 
  
Please do pay attention to important dates for submissions of draft 
proposals. If you want your proposal to be reviewed by a specialist in your 
area, we need at least four weeks notice. Last minute submissions affect our 
ability to assist you and your opportunity to secure funding. Notice should 
also be given for proposals needing editorial refinement—grammatical errors 
are not taken kindly by reviewers.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the faculty-supported 
accomplishments of the Office of Research over the past two years:  

 
• UNBC’s funding in NSERC and SSHRC has increased, reversing a 

previous trend.  
• We were successful in increasing our total research revenue as 

compared to 2013, on average by more than 10%.  
• We have been successful in maintaining the number of Canada 

Research Chairs during the 2015 reallocation exercise by the Canada 
Research Chair Secretariat. 

• With a successful application to CFI and the BCKDF, Dr. Mark 
Shrimpton is in the process of establishing the first experimental fish 
lab at UNBC.  

• We have increased our usage of the Mitacs and Engage grants.  
• A number of support systems were devised to assist you in hiring 

research personnel, and the Office of Research has prepared a 
detailed set of guidelines on the administration of Postdoctoral 
Fellows.  

• We have and are continuing to develop a framework and promotional 
materials to make UNBC Research visible to communities outside the 
university.  

• Mark Barnes and Sagar Saxena are on board to promote research 
and seek opportunities to connect you with industrial partners and 
different communities. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your contributions and support. Have a great 
summer! – Ranjana  
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2015 
 

EXTERNAL FUNDING INTERNAL 
DEADLINE 

AGENCY 
DEADLINE 

SSHRC CONNECTION GRANT  AUG 1 
NOV 1 

J.R. EVANS LEADERS FUND  JUNE 15  
OCT 15 

NSERC SUBATOMIC PHYSICS 
DISCOVERY GRANT NOI 

 AUG 1 

NSERC DISCOVERY GRANT LOI  AUG 1 
SSHRC INSIGHT GRANT LOI  AUG 
NSERC COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH AND TRAINING 
EXPERIENCE FULL APPLICATION 

 SEPT 22 

NSERC SUBATOMIC PHYSICS 
DISCOVERY GRANT FULL 
APPLICATION 

 OCT 1  

NSERC RESEARCH TOOLS AND 
INSTRUMENTS GRANT 

 OCT 25 

SSHRC INSIGHT GRANT FULL 
APPLICATION 

 OCT  

NSERC DISCOVERY GRANT FULL 
APPLICATION  

 NOV 1 

NSERC DISCOVERY GRANT 
NORTHERN RESEARCH 
SUPPLEMENT 

 NOV 1 

SSHRC PARTNERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT GRANT  

 NOV 

NSERC COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
(CRD) GRANT  

 NO DEADLINE 

NSERC ENGAGE GRANTS  NO DEADLINE 
NSERC INTERACTION GRANTS  NO DEADLINE 
MITACS ACCELERATE GRANT  NO DEADLINE 
   
INTERNAL FUNDING  INTERNAL 

DEADLINE 
 

CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANTS SEPT 15  
PUBLICATION GRANTS AUG 31  

 

**FOR EXTERNAL FUNDING: THE INTERNAL DEADLINE FOR ALL 
APPLICATIONS IS, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, 5 BUSINESS DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE AGENCY DEADLINE. IF AN INSTITUTIONAL LETTER OF 
SUPPORT IS REQUIRED, PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATION 10 BUSINESS 
DAYS PRIOR TO THE AGENCY DEADLINE. 

 



 
SPOTLIGHT: CONGRATULATIONS AND FAREWELL TO:  
DR. ANTONIA MILLS 
 

 
Dr. Bruce Lanphear, SFU, Award of the Year; Dr. Chris Darimont, UVIC,  Early 
in Career Award; Dr. Antonia Mills, UNBC, Career Achievement Award 
(Recipients at the CUFA BC Awards event in Vancouver, April 8, 2015) 
 
Dr. Antonia Mills has taught at UNBC since 1994 and began field 
work with the Beaver Indians in 1964. Her Harvard PhD thesis 
describes their Prophet Movement and belief in reincarnation. 
Mills began studying reincarnation cases among the Gitxsan and 
Witsuwit’en after meeting Dr. Stevenson, the Psychiatrist who was 
the pioneer of scientific reincarnation studies.   

 
Dr. Mills co-edited (with Richard Slobodin) Amerindian 
Rebirth:  Reincarnation Belief Among North American Indians and 
Inuit (1994), and is the author of Eagle Down is Our 
Law:  Witsuwtit'en Feasts, Laws and Land Claims, published by 
UBC Press (1994).  This latter book is the result of her spending 
three years living in Witsuwit'en territory and serving as an expert 
witness and writing an expert opinion report for the Delgamuukw 
case. Her book, supported by a SSHRC Grant, "Hang On To 
These Words”:  Johnny David's Delgamuukw Testimony was 
published by the University of Toronto Press (2005). She was 
awarded a Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute Fellowship for "A 
Longitudinal Study of Young Adults who were said to Remember a 
Previous Life."   

 
She has taught undergraduate and graduate courses and one on 
"Indigenous Perspectives on Reincarnation and Rebirth" (at both 
levels).  She received a SSHRC grant from 2007-2014 to 
continue reincarnation research with the Gitxsan, Witsuwit’en, 
Nakazdli, Kitsumkalum Tsimshian and the Nisga’a, and is working 
on a book and a number of articles from that research. Dr. Mills 
has also published in a wide variety of journals such as Journal of 
Canadian Native Studies, Culture, B.C. Studies, and the Journal 
of Anthropological Research and chapters in various books. 
  
Most recently, Dr. Mills was awarded the prestigious Paz Buttedal 
Career Achievement Award. At her retirement party, which took 
place on April 25th, 2015, Mills said:  
 
“That was indeed a lovely retirement event. It was great to have it 
begin and end with singing and drumming and to hear all the 
lovely words shared. I forgot to address everyone at the end and 
say how delighted I have been to be able to be teaching and 
learning at UNBC for the past 21 years, and to also say that if I 
have offended anyone, unwittingly or otherwise, please forgive 
me! “ 
 

THE RESEARCH SUPPORT FUND 
 
The indirect costs of research, also known as overhead costs, 
are the operating expenditures that UNBC incurs to undertake 
its research mandate; they do not include expenses which are 
directly associated with the research project (e.g., researcher 
salaries, researcher travel expenses, student stipends, research 
materials, etc.). These indirect costs include, but are not limited 
to, provision of space including the costs of maintenance and 
utilities, maintenance and repair of research equipment, 
computing resources, library resources, insurance, technical 
support for communal equipment and facility operation, and 
services provided by UNBC staff members—for example, 
through the Facilities Department; Finance Department; 
Geoffrey R. Weller Library; Human Resources Department; 
Information Technology Services; Office of Research; 
Purchasing, Contracts and Risk Management; and Security 
Office. 
  
The Government of Canada generously helps to cover the 
indirect costs of research at UNBC through the Research 
Support Fund, helping the institution maintain a leading-edge 
research environment. Resources from the Research Support 
Fund aid the institution in covering costs associated with: 
  

• Maintaining research facilities; 
• Providing research resources; 
• Managing and administering research activities; 
• Meeting regulatory requirements and maintaining 

necessary accreditations; and 
• Commercializing intellectual property. 

  
The amount of funding that UNBC receives from the Research 
Support Fund depends on the value of research grants received 
from the Tri-Councils: the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR), Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC), and Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC). This is one of the reasons that the 
Office of Research encourages faculty members to apply for Tri-
Council grants. (Agencies such as the Canada Foundation for 
Innovation and the Canada Research Chairs Secretariat also 
determine UNBC’s allocation based on Tri-Council funding.) In 
2015/16 UNBC will receive $1.145 million from the Research 
Support Fund to assist with the indirect costs of research; this 
represents 45.1% of the value of eligible Tri-Council grants. It is 
safe to say that UNBC research would not be flourishing at its 
current level without the assistance of the Research Support 
Fund. 
  
Further information on the Research Support Fund is available 
at: http://www.rsf-fsr.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
EARLY CASSIAR NEWSPAPERS AVAILABLE FOR ONLINE RESEARCH  
 
The Northern BC Archives has digitized over 300 newspaper 
issues from the company mining town of Cassiar, B.C., 
published between 1956 and 1977 by the Cassiar Asbestos 
Mining Corporation. The papers detail numerous events in the 
town and surrounding area, including company business.  
 
The Cassiar newspapers provide a rich archive documenting the 
social, business, and industrial developments that occurred in 
the town of Cassiar when the Cassiar Asbestos Mining 
Corporation—established in 1951 by the parent company 
Conwest Exploration Company Limited—constructed an open pit 
mine, mill, and town site for its workers 50 miles south of the 
Yukon border. For 40 years Cassiar thrived with a population at 
its peak of about 2500. Production statistics in 1989 show that 
Cassiar had mined a total of over 60 million tonnes of ore, 
producing a billion dollars worth of new wealth for the 
community. In 1992 the mine closed, due in part to the global 
market decline in the demand for asbestos. As a result, workers 
and their families moved away, and much of the site was bull-
dozed. Today there is little physical evidence left of the townsite 
of Cassiar, making these newspapers a valuable source for 
researching the town’s 40 year history.  
 
The Asbestos Sheet and, under its subsequent title, The Cassiar 
Courier, documented residents’ perspectives of life in a small 
resource town in Northern BC, including the benefits (community 
closeness) and challenges (lack of sufficient health and 
education services) of living in an isolated region.  As a 
community newspaper, it provided accounts of the many social 
and community events held by its residents (i.e. Snow Daze 
festival in March), including events sponsored by local 
organizations (i.e. Cassiar’s Lions Club). The newspaper also 
documented visits by dignitaries including CAMC corporate 
executives and provincial government ministers, among others. 
Cassiar’s newspaper featured a written update from its Members 
of Parliament for the Skeena/Cassiar riding, MPs Iona 
Campagnolo and Jim Fulton. The newspaper documented ‘life 
passages’ of its residents and noted the arrival of new 
residents/workers with CAMC. It also noted who was departing 
Cassiar, reflecting the town’s nature as a transient community of 
mining workers. All of these types of features assist in providing 
a richer understanding of Cassiar’s history.  
 
These papers may assist in providing new knowledge to 
researchers interested in the industrial, economic, and social 
impacts of the creation and development of Cassiar, the town 
and the business. The Archives hired a UNBC Student Assistant 
to conduct digitization activities and assist in on-line access. 
Funding for this digitization and access project was provided by 
the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre’s BC History Digitization 
Program. Access to the newspapers is available via the Archives 
on-line database: 
http://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/asbestos-sheet     
 
The newspapers are held as part of the Cassiar Asbestos 
Mining Corporation (CAMC) & Townsite fonds – for on-line 
access to the Cassiar records see 
http://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/cassiar-asbestos-
corporation-ltd-fonds 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUTOCLAVE AVAILABILITY UPDATE 
 
Throughout the month of June a number of autoclaves will be 
out of service. The Building 4 autoclave will be removed out of 
service on June 8th.  Buildings 8 and 9 will be out of service the 
week of June 15th.  We hope that normal autoclave availability 
will resume by June 22nd (reinstall of the 2 autoclaves into 4-
211, and new installations in 9-321 and 8-320).  
 
 
ENGAGING VOLUNTEER RESEARCHERS – PROCESS REMINDER  
 
If you are the supervisor of a volunteer, please ensure you have 
registered the individual ahead of time.  This enables them to be 
covered under our University’s general liability insurance policy.  
The Volunteer Registration and Acknowledgement Form is 
found on the Safety and Risk Management Forms and Waivers 
webpage, and when completed should be sent to the Risk 
Management and Safety Office in the Administration building.  
Safety training and site orientation are to be completed by the 
supervisor as always (the Safety Checklist is found under 
Employee Orientation on the Safety and Risk Management 
webpage).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/asbestos-sheet
http://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/cassiar-asbestos-corporation-ltd-fonds
http://search.nbca.unbc.ca/index.php/cassiar-asbestos-corporation-ltd-fonds


 
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY VIDEO PROJECT 
 
The 25th Anniversary Video project was selected by the staff in 
the Office of Research to celebrate 25 years of research at 
UNBC.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to view the video, you 
can now access it from the UNBC Office of Research homepage 
at: http://www.unbc.ca/research.  We are really proud of the video 
and we hope that you enjoy it too!   
 
RESEARCH CELEBRATION FOLLOW-UP: THANK YOU! 
 
Many thanks to all those who attended our Research Celebration 
on May 5th.  The Office of Research staff very much enjoyed 
seeing and chatting with you, the fantastic people whose 
research we support.  We would like to extend our gratitude to 
Kevin Hutchings who was a natural as Master of Ceremonies – 
his public speaking skills have clearly been honed thanks to his 
years as a musician and performer – and perhaps also due to a 
career in academia. 
 
We would also like to say thank you to the people who sang and 
read poetry and who contributed greatly to the humour of the 
afternoon, even with such heavy stuff as the oxymoronic ‘rage 
haiku’.  Those brave souls must be named in hopes that their 
willingness to step forward may encourage others at future 
events to “express themselves” in any creative manner they feel 
works for them (we are thinking interpretive dance):  Annie Booth; 
Art Fredeen; Kirsten Thompson; Antonia Mills; Kevin Hutchings.  
Kudos to each of you! 
 
For those of you who like crosswords and were not able to finish 
the one at the Research Celebration, here it is again!   
 
 
Across 
9. A despised form that must be completed before office of   
research review 

11. What you do after data collection 

13. Sailing vessels that require help from someone else 

14. Asking questions and hoping for answers 

18. Feeling alone 

20. Posters and talks are presented here 

21. Marriage and research depend on this 

23. With some water and sunshine this may grow into a money 
tree 

24. Fine upstanding citizens claim these; so must researchers 

27. Necessary for doing research 

28. The study of furniture 

30. Wake up, smell the coffee and get that proposal done! 

31. Trainee who produces a thesis 

32. Where you'll find our latest news 

35. Will they or won't they fund us 

36. Which fungi are we missing 

37. Lydia will ensure happiness for all 

 
 

Down 
1. The currency that moves research forward 
2. Federal government buzzword 
3. Summertime student activity 
4. A sharp funding agency 
5. Research that requires description 
6. What happens to proposals at the last minute 
7. Not just a character on Star Treck The New Generation 
8. You are her porfolio 
10. Working together 
12. Who reviews and submits? 
15. You may not submit after this 
16. A living risk 
17. A research apprentice 
19. What UNBC is trademarked to be 
22. Where budding scientists spend most of their time 
25. What we do 
26. Research that requires measurement 
29. Research trainee 
33. Where we go when we need information (not Wikipedia) 
34. Hawaii here we come 

 

https://exch.unbc.ca/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=ov0gf0glYeYdff7fxdw_TySGCPB7-VDH94NI8om5B-HNl-LIVV3SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgB1AG4AYgBjAC4AYwBhAC8AcgBlAHMAZQBhAHIAYwBoAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.unbc.ca%2fresearch

