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PROVINCE ESTABLISHESNORTHERN NURSING SIMULATION LABS

PRINCE GEORGE “Fhe Province iinvesting $960,000 ithe Northern Collaborativ
Baccalaureate Nursing Programestablish simulation laboratoridsat will provide nursing
students with learning opportunities to enhance #idls in caring foradult and pediatri
patients with compgx medical issues, announced Shirley Bond, MLAPrince Georg-Mount
Robson.

“Nurses play a vital role in our healthcare systéims technology will allow us t
provide expanded training opportunities for nurshgdents acrosnorthern BC., as well as
additional professional development aities for the nurses who work at Northern He,” said
Bond. “Another essential component of this simolatiaboratory will be the ability to broadc:
to other rural and remote communitie

In the past, geographdifferences in health service delivery colimit opportunities fc
nursing students to work wigatient: requiring highly specialized care. Nomyrsing student
studying in Prince George, Quesnel, Terrace, amdStoJohn will be educated ng state-of-
the-art, highfidelity patient simulatorthat will provide them with complex adult and pedia
care experiences. The Northern Baccalaureate Nu@itiaborative is a partnership compris
of programs at the University of Northern B.C., thwest Community College, and College
New Caledonia.

“The simulation laboratory is a critical tool tosést training nurses in best practices
the benefit of northern British Columbians,” sait Bell, MLA for Prince George North. “Wit
thisinnovation, we are continuing to support prograha enhance nursing and student nur
training that will lead to better health outcomesgatients in our northern healthcare syst

Simulation is being used maregularlyin health education as a means to increas
capacity andjuality of practice education. Patient simulaticereise create learnin
experiences that are not otherwise readily avalabthe health care sett, andprovide
students with the opportiiy to practice techniquerepeatedly without riskingatient safety
Students learn tmaster techniques prior to ering the clinical environment arare therefore
more confidentenabling them tfocus on problem solving anmtient interaction inste of the
mechanic®f patient care procedure

“The introduction of patient simulations is an innfamt step forward in enhancii
nursing education and nurse professional developtred Dr. Charles Jago, president of
University of Northern BritisfColumbia “It attests to the strength of the collaboratiobamen
UNBC, northern olleges and Northern Healtl

The multisite simulation project will also provide professib development activities fi
nurses at Northern Healthherewill be unique @portunities to broadcast simulation laborat
activities to rural andemote communities within the healtuthority as part of this proje



Students in Terrace will be the first to experiea@mulation laboratory, followed by
Quesnel, Prince George, and Fort St. John.

Since 2001, government has doubled the numbemalieit nursing seats — in 2008 alone,
over 400 nursing spaces were added. Governmertismadded 24 nursing programs across
B.C. for registered nurses, licensed practical esjraurse practitioners, and masters and PhD
students.
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