[image: image1.jpg]



The Trailhead - Volume 1, 2007

Welcome Back!

Welcome to returning students, new students and transfer students – here’s hoping for a semester of good classes and good outdoor fun. The faculty of the ORTM program has started this e-newsletter for current students. ‘The Trailhead’ will be issued periodically to update you on all sorts of program events and other opportunities. We’ll send it around to active email addresses and also post it on the website (www.unbc.ca/ortm) under the resources for current students.

As returning students know, we’ve completed our transition to our new courses and new degree names (BSc – Major in Outdoor Recreation & Conservation; BA in Nature-Based Tourism Management) and options (BA optional streams in Tourism Marketing and Indigenous/Cultural Tourism).

The ‘tag line’ accompanying our name change is ‘Follow Your Own Path’. If you have a passion for some specific aspect of outdoor recreation, conservation and nature-based tourism – talk to us and we’ll help you pick options from courses, to assignments, to certifications that will help you.

There are lots of other changes to come – please read below.

Faculty

This year Pat Maher, John Shultis and Pam Wright are joined by new faculty member Zoë Meletis. Zoë comes to us originally from Montreal (via North Carolina and Costa Rica) and is with us for the next two years bringing her expertise in marine and rural tourism. Zoë’s big research project has been on community-based tourism and conservation initiatives based on field work with ecotourism and sea turtles in Tortuguero National Park in Costa Rica. Welcome Zoë!! Faculty member Anne Hardy, who has been on maternity leave for the last year, has taken a 2 year leave of absence to return to Tasmania to take care of family – we all wish her and her family well.

Upcoming Courses

This semester we’re offering the following ORTM classes:

· ORTM 100 Leisure in Life (co-taught by Maher and Meletis), 

· ORTM 200 Sustainable Recreation and Tourism (Meletis), 

· ORTM 300 ORTM Impacts (Wright), 

· ORTM 301 Environmental Interpretation (Wright), 

· ORTM 403 International Dimensions of Recreation and Tourism (Shultis), ORTM 410 Research Methods and Analysis (Meletis) and 

· ORTM 412 Issues and Trends in Recreation and Tourism (Shultis)

It’s not too late to sign up for one of these – if you aren’t sure you have the pre-req’s for any of these please talk to one of us.

Next semester we’ll be offering:

· ORTM 202 Ecotourism and Adventure Tourism (Maher and Meletis), 

· ORTM 204 Visitor Behaviour (Shultis), 

· ORTM 305 Protected Areas Planning and Management (Shultis), 

· ORTM 306 Indigenous Tourism and Recreation (Wright), 

· ORTM 407 Recreation, Tourism and Communities (Meletis) and 

· ORTM 414 Polar Tourism and Recreation (Maher)

Please sign up early for your classes – with small class sizes at the upper levels we want to make sure we offer the classes you need.

Student Advising & Transfer Students

The UNBC student advising service has relocated to Student Services Alley. Additionally, our beloved advisor Laurie Friskie has taken a new job opportunity (congrats Laurie!). Please ask for help in selecting courses – we’ll help in any way we can. For students transferring from another program or university/college – please introduce yourself to the faculty and let us know where you’ve come from. We can help you make sure you get credit for past classwork and make the best choices at UNBC.

Logo/T-shirts

	Grad student Shane Hartman has taken our signature image and drawn a great logo for us. We’ve done a first run of screen-printed t-shirts that that are available to ORTM students at $14  -- please see Pam. If folks are interested in other items (e.g., embroidered vests, water bottles) we can organize a new order quickly. 


Summer Job – T-shirt Competition

Want to win a t-shirt? We want to collect ORTM students’ brief descriptions and photos of cool summer outdoor recreation/tourism jobs.

Submit a description (max. 250 words) and photo to Pam (pwright@unbc.ca) by October 15th and we’ll enter your name for a draw for a free t-shirt (or other logo item). We’d also like to hear about great non-class adventures (hikes, canoe trips, raft trips….) you might have had – so you can submit these too to be eligible for the draw.

Expanding Your Qualifications – In and Out of Class!!

Becoming a qualified professional requires more than just academic classwork – you need skills and experience. The kinds of skills and certification you need (e.g., Wilderness First Aid, Leave No Trace, Boater Safety, GPS, Avalanche Safety, Bear Aware, SuperHost, FoodSafe, Project Wild, recreational skills guiding etc) vary depending on the type of career (and adventures…) you are interested in. Talk to one of us about what might be the best combination for you.

UNBC Continuing Studies program offers some courses on an ongoing basis at cut-rate prices and others are organized by various organizations in the area. To make your classes more interesting and to improve your employability we’re starting to offer certification, or training leading to certification, in some of your ORTM classes beginning this year.

Alumni Profiles

ORTM graduates are landing some really interesting jobs that cross the spectrum. To see some of the latest profiles – check out the ORTM Newsletter available on the website and the alumni profiles page.

Web Site

The ORTM website (www.unbc.ca/ortm) is not only the official web-presence of the program, but also includes resources for current students. Be sure to visit the Current Students, Employment and News pages. We’d like to make the web site more useful for you – please let us know what things you’d like to see up there.

Jobs

Throughout the year, but particularly in spring we get lots of job ads for ORTM students. There are lots of jobs out there – throughout the country and specifically in BC. For example, a recent student of tourism employment needs in the Kootenay region by Go2 found that there was a 20% deficit of workers to jobs. We post jobs as soon as we receive them so particularly in spring, check this very frequently. We are always working to expand our network of great employers – if you know of a good employer we should follow-up with – pass the name on.

Graduate Students in Outdoor Recreation, Conservation and Tourism

ORTM faculty have a pretty dynamic group of graduate students enrolled in either the MA, MSc or MNRES Natural Resource and Environmental Studies graduate program. You are bound to meet them in the halls or as guests in classes so ask them about their research, and if you’re interested, there may be an opportunity for you to get involved. Some will be graduating in the next semester or two and will be giving formal presentations open to the public. If you are interested in graduate studies – we can help you explore the best university and program that best suites your interests.

Happy Trails
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