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BIOTIC RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE

In the face of predicted climate change, a broader understanding of
biotic responses to varying environments has become increasingly
important within the context of biodiversity conservation. Upslope
migration and local adaptations are potential options, and while a large
body of literature is available on this topic, remarkably few studies has
assessed the responses of sensitive species in the field. In this talk, | will
introduce the American Pika as an up and coming model mammalian
system to study biotic responses to climate change. | will focus on a
number of population genetic studies that provide evidence for local
adaptation and overall lack of dispersal at a local scale. | will then
introduce the current state of this research and foreshadow some of the
potential approaches that could be developed to assist in predicting
responses to climate change and informing novel approaches to wildlife
conservation in a changing world.
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