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COURSE NUMBER:  INTS 360 – Fall 2019 
COURSE TITLE:  Global Sports  
INSTRUCTOR:  Dr. J.R. Lacharite 
OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30am to 12:30pm (or by appointment)  
OFFICE: 3067 – Third Floor, Administration Building 
PHONE NUMBER: 960-5597 
E-MAIL: lachari@unbc.ca  

For more on International Studies at UNBC: http://www.unbc.ca/international-studies.  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Welcome to INTS 360 – Global Sports.  This course serves as an introduction to the study of 
sports and sporting events from a global and socio-political perspective.  A number of critical 
areas will be examined such as: 1) the extent to which sports reflect the common values and 
dominant power structures that exist in modern democratic and non-democratic societies; 2) 
how sports and international sporting events tend to reinforce national identity and a form of 
tribalism; 3) the politics and economics of sports and more specifically, who benefits and who 
pays when it comes to professional sports; 3) the contemporary problems of violence and 
drug use in sporting events; 4) sports as a predominantly ‘male-oriented’ activity; and 5) the 
Olympic Games and the implications of ‘sports policy’ on collective goods, equity, and 
resource redistribution.  
 
It is hoped that by the end of the course students will have developed a solid understanding 
of the basic concepts and theories that influence modern sports studies.  It is also hoped that 
students will come to appreciate the importance of the relationship between sports, 
international sporting events, power, and politics.  
 
Please Note: If there are students in this course who, because of a disability, may have 
a need for special academic accommodation, please come and discuss this with me or 
contact the Access Resource Centre located in the Teaching & Learning Building, 
room 10-1048.  
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 To introduce students to the study of global sports; 

 To develop the student’s ability to present his/her views in an articulate manner; 

 To foster a better understanding of the pervasiveness and importance of sports in our 
now modernized and globalized world;  

 To develop the student’s ability to critically reflect on the material under review; and 

 To build confidence through in-class participation. 

International Studies 

mailto:lachari@unbc.ca
http://www.unbc.ca/international-studies
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REQUIRED TEXTS: 

. 
Grix, Johnathan. Sport Politics: An Introduction (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016). 
 
Zirin, Dave. Game Over: How Politics Has Turned The Sports World Upside Down (New 
York: The New Press, 2013). 
 

*The remaining reading materials are either Internet accessible or located on reserve 
in the Library.* 

 
SUGGESTED REFERENCE MATERIALS: 
 
Bairner, Alan. Sport, Nationalism, and Globalization: European and North American 
Perspectives (New York: State University of New York, 2001) 
 
Coakley, Jay and Eric Dunning. Handbook of Sports Studies (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 
2002) 
 
Collins, Mike. Sport and Social Exclusion (New York: Routledge, 2003) 
 
Houlihan, Barrie. The Government and Politics of Sport (New York: Routledge, 1991) 
 
Houlihan, Barrie. Sports, Policy, and Politics: A Comparative Analysis (New York: 
Routledge, 1997) 
 
Quirk, James, and Rodney Fort. Hard Ball: The Abuse of Power in Pro Team Sports 
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Books, 1999). 
 
Zirin, Dave. Welcome to the Terrordome: The Pain, Politics and Promise of Sports 
(Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2007) 
 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADE WEIGHTING: 

Assignment Due Date Grade Weighting 

Midterm Exam  October 16, 2019 25% 

Written Essay  November 27, 2019 30% 

Final Exam – expect an essay question on Zirin. December 4-14, 2019 35% 

In-class attendance and participation (Note: The final 
grade for this component of the course will be 
weighted in favour of individual participation and 
interaction) 

N/A 10% 
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Extensions policy: Extensions on assignments are not permitted, except in case of illness 
or due to serious extenuating circumstance. In the event of illness or serious extenuating 
circumstance, the student must inform the instructor before the due date and documentary 
evidence of the illness or serious circumstance must be provided to the instructor. In addition, 
the student must also provide the instructor with a draft of his or her assignment at the time 
of the illness or serious circumstance that indicates that substantial progress has already 
been made towards a final product. Assignments that are not submitted on the due date will 
receive a grade of zero. 

 

Exam Policy: Please note that the term ends on the final day of the exam period NOT on the 
last day of classes. Students are advised not to make arrangements to travel on a date prior 
to the final exam as scheduled by the Registrar. The instructor will not hold early exams for 
the purpose of accommodating travel requests.  

 

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Class attendance and participation:  All students are expected to participate in class 
discussions.  Class lectures will normally include a 20-30 minute discussion on the readings’ 
key issues or one of the topics listed below—a current event might also be included.  Only 
constructive and thought-provoking comments or observations will be rewarded.  To this end, 
it may wise to construct a series of questions on the basis of your assigned readings.  This is 
a useful exercise that will likely add a refreshing dynamic to the course’s learning experience.  
Bear in mind, however, that participating in class discussions can be stressful.  Therefore, it 
is important that you do not respond to your fellow classmates’ comments or questions in a 
belligerent or discouraging tone.  
 
Discussion Questions: 

Weeks 1 and 2: i) To what extent do sports merely reinforce dominant cultural values?  ii) Will ice hockey ever 
become a popular globalized sport? 

Weeks 3 and 4: i) It is the sport that makes the nation! Is there a value in international sporting competitions? ii) 
Should governments subsidize amateur and/or professional sports organizations or events? At what level? 

Weeks 5 and 6: i) Product marketing and quality entertainment: Are global professional sporting events still 
accessible?  ii) Do global sports merely reflect a sanitized form of ‘tribal’ warfare?  How much fighting, pushing, 
shoving, and/or ‘sledging’ should be tolerated?  

Weeks 7 and 8: i) Do women’s sports really matter?  ii) In what ways does religion influence sports participation, 
sports values, and competition? 

Weeks 9 and 10: i) Why does the world appear to be obsessed with sports? ii) Why do the global media focus 
so much attention on ‘sports’ related stories and results?  

Weeks 11 and 12: i) What next for global sports? Do the Summer and Winter Olympic Games ever live up to the 
hype?  

 
Exams:  There will be two exams for INTS 360.  The midterm exam will cover all of the 
reading and lecture materials from Week 1 through to Week 7.  It is worth 25 percent of your 
final grade and will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions only.  The final 
exam will be scheduled by the Registrar’s Office at some point between December 4th and 
14th, 2019.  In essence, it will test your ability to critically assess the major strengths and 
weaknesses of the assigned reading material(s).    
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Major Essay:   One 2000-2500 word essay is also required for INTS 360.  Students are free 
to choose a topic that interests them.  It must be related to the subject material outlined in the 
course schedule.  No proposal and/or essay outline is required, but students are welcome to 
present their ideas to the instructor at least two weeks prior to the essay due date.  If you 
decide to take advantage of this opportunity, it is advised that you submit an email or email 
attachment of what it is that you intend to analyze, argue, and/or discuss throughout your 
essay.  

Criteria of assessment for major essay: 

 Evidence of intellectual discrimination: ability to pick out key points and to show a 
sense of the issues; 

 Evidence of intellectual control: mastery of the material, coherent organization, 
sensitivity to the use of concepts, and ability to construct a solid argument; 

 Evidence of incisive style: the ability to say what one means and to say it logically, 
sequentially, and concisely; 

 Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling; 

 Amount of quality research; and 

 Proper notes and bibliography. 

 
*For more detail, see ‘Essay Grading Rubric’ on page 8.* 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 

Date and Subject Readings and Videos 

Weeks 1 to 4 

Orientation, Introduction, Competing Theoretical 
Perspectives, and The Emergence of Modern Global 
Sports; and   

Politics, Societal Values, and Identity: The Relationship 
Between Global Sports and Politics and the Importance of 
Sporting Contests? 

Weeks 1 and 2 – 1. Z – ‘Pre-Game’ and Chapter 1; G – Preface and 
Chapters 1 and 2.  

2. Jason Morris, “Skating on Thin Ice: Hockey and the Canadian National 
Identity,” Proteus: A Journal of Ideas, 25, 2 (Fall 2008): 47-51 (Handout). 

3. Melvyn Bragg, ‘The Rule Book of Association Football,’ in 12 Books That 
Changed The World (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2006) – On Reserve.  

Weeks 3 and 4 – 1. Z – Chapter 2; G – Chapters 3 and 8. 

2. William J. Morgan, “Social Criticisms as Moral Criticisms: A Habermasian 
Take on Sports,” Journal of Sports & Social Issues, 26, 3 (August 2002) 
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/3/281; Damion Thomas, “Is it Ever 
Just a Game?” Journal of Sport & Social Issues, 29, 3 (August 2005)  
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/29/3/358; Steven J. Jackson and Brendan 
Hokowhitu, “Sports, Tribes, and Technology: The New Zealand All-Black 
Haka and the Politics of Identity,” Journal of Sport & Social Issues, 26, 2 
(May 2002) http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/125; Canada-Soviet 
Hockey Series, 1972, CBC Digital Archives 
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/canada-soviet-summit-series. 

Video: ‘Hockey: A People’s History.’ 

Weeks 5 to 8  

Controversial Issues: The Business of Sport and the 
Realties of Violence and Drug Use; and   
 
Sport, Religion, and Gender 
 

Midterm Exam: October 16, 2019 

Weeks 5 to 6 – 1. Z – Chapters 3 and 4; G – Chapters 4, 6, 7, and 9.  

2. Jim Silver, Thin Ice: Money, Politics, and the Demise of an NHL 
Franchise, Chapter 2 (1996) – Online resource: 
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unbc/docDetail.action?docID=10220295; Bob 
Stewart and Aaron C.T. Smith, “Drug Use in Sport: Implications for Public 
Policy,” Journal of Sport & Social Issues, 32, 3 (August 2008) 
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/32/3/278; ProCon.org, ‘Sports and 
Drugs,’ http://sportsanddrugs.procon.org/; and Houlihan, ‘Doping and Sport 

http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/3/281
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/29/3/358
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/125
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/topic/canada-soviet-summit-series
http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unbc/docDetail.action?docID=10220295
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/32/3/278
http://sportsanddrugs.procon.org/


 5 

 (Chapter 6),’  http://www.myilibrary.com/browse/open.asp?ID=32757; 
Video: ‘The Code,’ The Fifth Estate, February 27, 2009, 
http://www.cbc.ca/fifth/episodes/2009-2010/the-code;  Video: ‘Bigger, 
Stronger, Faster.’   

Weeks 7 and 8 – 1. Z – Chapter 5. 

2. Michael Messner, M. Duncan, and C. Cooky “Silence, Sports Bras, and 
Wrestling Porn: Women in Televised Sports News and Highlight Shows,” 
Journal of Sport & Social Issues, 27,1 (February 2003) 
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/27/1/38; and Deborah Stevenson, 
“Women, Sport, and Globalization: Discourses of Sexuality and Nation,” 
Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 26, 2 (May 2002)  
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/209. 

Weeks 9 to 12 

The Media and 'Sports' Conditioning:  Learning and 
Reinforcing 'Sporting' and Societal Values? and;  

2015 and Beyond – What Next For Global Sports: Plus ca 
Change, Plus c’est la Meme Chose? 

Essay Due:  November 27, 2019 

Final  Exam: To be scheduled by the Registrar’s Office 

Weeks 9 and 10 – 1. Z – Chapters 6 and 7; and G – Chapter 5. 

2. Guest Lecture: Dr. Gary Wilson, ‘Soccer Hooliganism in the United 
Kingdom’ (November 4, 2019).  Daniel S. Mason, “Get the Puck Outta 
Here! Media Transnationalism and Canadian Identity” Journal of Sport & 
Social Issues, 26, 2 (May 2002) http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/140; 
and Edward S. Herman and Robert W. McChesney, The Global Media: The 
New Missionaries of Global Capitalism (London: Cassell, 1997) – Chapters 
2,5, and 6 – On Reserve. 

Weeks 11 and 12 – 1. Z – Chapters 8,9, and ‘Post-Game;’ and G – 
Chapters 10 and 11.  

2. Geoff Dembicki, “Olympics Spending a Shot in the Arm for British 
Columbia,” Tyee News, 
http://thetyee.ca/News/2009/01/26/OlympicSpending/; Mark Hume, 
‘Vancouver Olympics worth the $7 billion price tag, study says,” The Globe 
and Mail (October 23, 2013), http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-
columbia/vancouver-olympics-worth-the-7-billion-price-tag-study-
says/article15036916/; Marvin Schaffer, ‘Looking Back on the Vancouver-
Whistler Winter Games,’ Policy Note, Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives (February 6, 2014),  http://www.policynote.ca/looking-back-on-
the-vancouver-whistler-winter-games/; Andrew Zimbalist, ‘Brazil’s Long To-
Do List: Can Brazil build the massive infrastructure it needs to host the 
Olympics and the World Cup?’ Americas Quarterly (Summer 2011), 
http://www.americasquarterly.org/zimbalist ; Jeffery G. Owens, “Estimating 
the Cost and Benefit of Hosting Olympic Games: What Can Beijing Expect 
for its 2008 Games?” The International Geographer, 3, 1 (Fall 2005) 
http://igeographer.lib.indstate.edu/v31.pdf#page=4; and George Wright, 
“The Political Economy of the Montreal Games,” Journal of Sport & Social 
Issues, 13, 2 (May 1978) http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/2/1/13.pdf.  

 

 

 GUIDE TO ESSAY WRITING: 

Developing excellent writing skills takes a considerable amount of time and practice.  The 
following guide to essay writing provides several important tips to help you improve your 
writing skills.  Note that it does not attempt to be exhaustive. 

 

1. Examine the (or your) essay question/topic carefully.  It may be designed to provoke 
or be based on a questionable set of assumptions.  Consult your lecturer if you do not 
understand what is being asked; 

2. Construct a thesis statement in your introduction.  A thesis statement is a sentence 
that establishes the point, main argument, or direction of your paper.  Be sure to make 
it clear and concise; 

http://www.myilibrary.com/browse/open.asp?ID=32757
http://www.cbc.ca/fifth/episodes/2009-2010/the-code
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/27/1/38
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/209
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/26/2/140
http://thetyee.ca/News/2009/01/26/OlympicSpending/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/vancouver-olympics-worth-the-7-billion-price-tag-study-says/article15036916/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/vancouver-olympics-worth-the-7-billion-price-tag-study-says/article15036916/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/vancouver-olympics-worth-the-7-billion-price-tag-study-says/article15036916/
http://www.policynote.ca/looking-back-on-the-vancouver-whistler-winter-games/
http://www.policynote.ca/looking-back-on-the-vancouver-whistler-winter-games/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/zimbalist
http://igeographer.lib.indstate.edu/v31.pdf#page=4
http://jss.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/2/1/13.pdf
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3. Avoid ranting!  Stay focused and ask yourself:  1) What am I attempting to establish in 
this essay; and 2) Is there a sufficient amount of evidence to support my claims? 

4. Organize your essay coherently.  Use an outline and subtitles to help structure lines of 
inquiry and argumentation.  Subtitles are standard in virtually all academic writing and 
convey a sense of sophistication and thoughtfulness; 

5. Do not simply reproduce the ideas and arguments of others.  Likewise, do not write 
essays that are entirely descriptive in nature.  A degree of critical thought and 
evaluation must be apparent in your work.  In addition, essays must follow the rule of 
evidence and logic.  Unsupported assertions, sweeping generalizations, and 
superficial analyses will be penalized; 

6. Use the library.  This cannot be emphasized enough.  Shoddy research is easy to 
detect and reflects poorly on the writer.  It is important to demonstrate that you have 
read others’ findings and arguments.  At the same time, however, you need to show 
that you are making your own well-reasoned presentation; 

7. Use Internet sources judiciously;   

8. Do not pad your bibliography.  Only record what you actually use; 

9. Do not overdo quotations.  Many of the worst essays consist of undigested strings of 
quotes which replace the students’ own summaries and analyses; 

10.  You are welcome to use ‘I’ or ‘me’ in your essay writing, but please resist the      
temptation to substitute personal anecdotes for empirical evidence – your essay 
submissions must be grounded in academic research; 

11. Use correct English, correct punctuation, and correct spelling; 

12. Expect to write at least two drafts of your essay before the submission due date.  No 
one ever produces an exceptional ‘first-draft’ essay;  

13. Make sure that you reference your work properly.  For this course, the American 
Psychological Association (APA, in-text format) referencing system should be used for 
essay citations.  Refer to the following web-site for instructions and examples: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/; 

14. Do not plagiarize; 

15. Hand your essays in on time.  All written assignments should be submitted at the 
beginning of class on the scheduled due date.  If you cannot submit your work before 
class, have the Program’s administrative assistant (Selina Ross) date stamp your 
assignment—the stamp must indicate clearly that you have, in fact, submitted your 
essay on time; and 

16. Keep your writing simple and to the point. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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Correction Symbols for Major Essay: 
 
Though they shouldn’t, even the most well edited essays have mistakes.  A list of correction 
symbols has been provided below to help you understand where you have made errors in 
your essay writing.  Please read them over carefully. 
 

 Awk – awkward construction; 

 Cap – use capital letter; 

 Cit – missing source citation or error in form of citation; 

 Coh – coherence lacking; 

 Con – be more concise; 

 Dev – inadequate development; 

 Fn – error in footnote form; 

 Gr – error in grammar; 

 Log – faulty logic; 

 Mng – meaning unclear; 

 No cap – unnecessary capital letter; 

 Rev – revise; 

 Spec – be more specific; 

 W – wordy; 

 Wc – word choice; 

 Ww – wrong word; 

 ?? – meaning unclear.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
1 Adapted from, H.R. Fowler, J.E. Aaron, D.E.D. Downey and B.H. Pell, The Little, Brown Handbook 1st Edition 
(Toronto: Gage Educational Publishing Company, 1991). 
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Essay Grading Rubric for INTS 360: 

 

Comments (if required): 

 

 

 

Final Grade: _____/30 

 

 

 

Category Excellent (5)  Very Good (4) Good (3) Satisfactory (2) Poor (1) Score 

Introduction 
and 
Articulation of 
Thesis 

Superb introduction—
highlights the main issues 
under investigation.  Thesis 
statement is articulated in a 
clear and concise manner—
intent and/or position are 
expressed in an intellectually 
and analytically consistent 
fashion.   

A solid introduction.  
Clearly states a 
thesis or position to 
be examined.  
Acknowledges the 
complexities of the 
issue under review, 
but some minor 
lapses in 
development are 
apparent.  

A reasonable introduction.  
Comprehension and a 
balanced view of the 
issues under investigation 
are lacking, but an overall 
sense of the topic is 
evident. The thesis 
statement outlines some or 
all of the main points to be 
discussed, but has not 
been presented clearly.   

The absence of a unifying 
theme is obvious and there is 
only a basic understanding of 
the key issues under review. 
The thesis statement does not 
name the topic and does not 
preview what will be discussed. 

Introductory 
remarks are vague 
and 
underdeveloped.  
There is no thesis 
statement.  A 
position is asserted, 
but there is a 
noticeable lack of 
clarity and focus. 

 

Quality of 
analysis and 
support for 
position 

Author critically reflects on 
research materials, 
assesses the strengths and 
weaknesses of opposing 
viewpoints and recognizes 
the multifactorial nature of 
the problem/issue(s) under 
examination. All of the 
evidence and examples are 
specific, relevant and 
explanations are given that 
show how each piece of 
evidence supports the 
author’s position. 

A well balanced and 
reasonably 
sophisticated 
presentation of the 
issues under review.  
Most of the evidence 
and examples are 
specific, relevant and 
explanations are 
given that show how 
each piece of 
evidence supports 
the author’s position. 

A confirmation bias is 
apparent, but the author 
has attempted to construct 
a solid argument. Some of 
the author’s evidence and 
examples are relevant and 
there is an explanation that 
shows how that piece of 
evidence (or example) 
supports the paper’s 
central position. 

Content is overwhelmingly 
descriptive and rather trite. 
Evidence and examples are 
anecdotal and not particularly 
relevant or explained very well.  
Yet, the author demonstrates 
some sense of the issues under 
examination. 

Text is almost 
entirely descriptive 
in nature and no 
attempt has been 
made to employ the 
rules of evidence 
and logic.  Lacks 
supporting evidence 
and depth. 

 

Evidence of 
Incisive Style 

Material is presented and 
organized in a systematic 
fashion.  Sub-titles are 
apparent and properly 
sequenced.   

In general, a well 
planned and concise 
presentation. 
However, there are 
some misplaced 
remarks or 
observations.   

The author has attempted 
to present the material 
under review in a 
systematic fashion, but 
some lapses and 
inconsistencies remain. 

There is a tangential dimension 
to the author’s work.  At times, 
the analysis lacks focus, 
precision and sequencing, but 
some degree of clarity is 
evident.  

Structure and 
presentation are 
poor.  No attempt 
has been made to 
sequence the 
analysis properly. 
The overall thrust of 
the essay is 
unclear. 

 

Reference 
Materials – 
Quality and 
Quantity! 

The author has researched 
the subject material under 
review exceptionally well. All 
citations and reference 
materials are authoritative, 
credible, and presented in 
the correct format. 

A very strong 
research component 
is evident and most 
citations and 
reference materials 
are authoritative, 
credible, and 
presented in the 
correct format. 

The author has researched 
the material under review 
reasonably well. The 
reference materials have 
been used and formatted 
correctly, but some 
irregularities and/or 
inconsistencies are 
apparent. 

A varied number of citations 
appear throughout the essay, 
but they are of rather dubious 
origin and quality.  Padding is 
evident and there are some 
inconsistencies in the 
referencing system being used. 

A limited number of 
citations appear, 
padding is evident, 
and there is no 
consistency in the 
referencing style 
being used.   

 

Sentence 
Structure 

All sentences are well-
constructed and explicit.     

Most sentences are 
well-constructed and 
explicit. 

Most sentences are 
reasonably well 
constructed, but there are 
some vague or ambiguous 
statements. 

Some sentences are 
constructed well, but there are 
also several confusing/awkward 
passages and/or phrases.  
Limited use of transition and 
topic sentences is evident as 
well. 

A number of  
sentences have 
been constructed 
poorly and there is a 
lack of coherence at 
the levels of 
expression and 
presentation.  
Employs 
inappropriate 
language and 
misuses words. 

 

Concluding 
Remarks  

The conclusion is strong and 
leaves the reader with an 
understanding of the writer’s 
position. Effective 
restatement of the position 
begins the closing 
paragraph. 

The conclusion is 
reasonably well 
done. The author’s 
position is restated 
clearly and an 
attempted has been 
made to pass some 
judgment over the 
critical issues under 
review. 

The author’s concluding 
remarks are solid and 
he/she demonstrates some 
competency in the areas of 
judgment and critical 
reflection.   

The makings of a conclusion 
are evident, but there is no 
restatement of the position 
under investigation and the text 
descends into a narrative or the 
use of irrelevant details and 
overgeneralizations is 
widespread. 

There is no 
conclusion - the 
paper just ends. 
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The INTS 360 ‘Code of Conduct:’ 

 

1. You are not entitled to an ‘A’ or a ‘B’ in this course or any other course; 

2. Instructors do not give you a grade; you earn a grade through hard work, discipline, 
and perseverance; 

3. An office visit does not guarantee you an A+.  Instructors are available to provide 
guidance, critical feedback, and information.  The onus is on you to perform well 
throughout the duration of the course; 

4. Working hard on an assignment does not guarantee you an A+.  It is important to 
recognize that instructors evaluate your essay and exam submissions and overall 
‘classroom performance.’  Their professionalism compels them to appraise your work; 
not you as a person.   

5. Grades generally reflect the amount of energy and effort that you have put into an 
assignment or series of assignments.  Exercise some discretion when you approach 
an instructor about a grade that you have received and ask yourself, “Is this particular 
essay submission or exam answer perfect?” and in light of the instructor’s comments, 
“Where could I have made improvements?”  In other words, think logically and 
rationally about your essay and/or exam results; 

6. Do not ask your instructor for lecture notes.  You have a responsibility to attend class 
on a regular basis and should endeavour to do so.  Lecture notes will not be posted 
on Blackboard;  

7. Please turn off all mobile devices before class begins.  Ring tones, in particular, are 
distracting and unnecessary while you are in class; and  

8. You are not entitled to an extension.  If you have a legitimate excuse and 
documentation or evidence to support your request, then an extension will be granted.  
Otherwise, do not ask.  

 

 

 


