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This talk examines representations of meat-eating within two early narratives of 

British slavery and empire – Richard Ligon’s travel narrative A True and Exact 

History of Barbados (1657) and Daniel Defoe’s novel Robinson Crusoe (1719) – in 

order to show how the consumption of animals was tied to racialization and 

structures of white supremacy. This discourse around eating animals demonstrates 

how relationships with animals helped assemble biologically-grounded racial 

delineations, and attempted to make white supremacy and racial differences 

function within the body. Cultural representations of meat-eating within the contexts 

of British slavery and empire show how deeply relationships with animals were 

bound up in practices of racialization beyond metaphorical and descriptive notions of 

animality, and illuminate how the domination of animals was used to help secure 

and reproduce white supremacy and racial capitalism. 
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