
GENERAL QUESTIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING MASTER OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS:  

COUNSELLING, MULTIDISCIPLINARY LEADERSHIP (MDL), AND SPECIAL EDUCATION  

1. Where can I find more information on the graduate programs offered by the School 
of Education? 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education  

http://www.unbc.ca/education/master-of-education  

2. How do I apply to any one of the three programs? 

http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate  

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions  

3. When is the application deadline? 

The application deadline for all three programs is December 15 for a September start date the 
following year. 

4. I missed the application deadline. Can I still apply to any one of the three programs? 

Any extensions to the application deadline will be posted online. If you miss the deadline and an 
extension is not listed online, you will have to apply the following year. 

5. Can I complete a hard-copy of the application? 

The application is completed online, unless otherwise noted. The referees that you listed on 
your application will receive an email request to provide the necessary information. 

6. Is there an option to complete any of the three programs online? 

The Special Education program is a part-time online program and the Counselling and 
Leadership programs are face-to-face programs with an occasional class offered online. 

7. If I apply to more than one program, do I need to pay the application fee for each program? 

Yes. 

8. I have four good references; can I send them all? Please send only three references. 

The Selection Committee will assess only the first three references that arrive. 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education
http://www.unbc.ca/education/master-of-education
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions


9. Can you describe the three routes in more detail: (1) comprehensive exam, (2) project 
or (3) thesis? 

Please see the website for more information: http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education  

10. Is any one of the three programs offered in such a way that I could take one course at a 
time while working? 

Yes, part-time students have seven years to complete their degrees and fulltime students 
have five years. 

11. How long will it take to complete the program as a full-time student? As a part-time student? 

Each of the specializations has different credit counts (Counselling: 37 credits; Multidisciplinary 
Leadership: Credits: 31 credit; Special Education: 31 credits [as of July 2016]) but you have five 
years to complete as a full-time student and seven years as a part-time student. 

12. If I apply to two different programs do I pay twice?  

Yes. You pay an application fee for each application. 

13. What would a part-time option look like? 

Part-time studies consists of one course per Semester (September, January, May, and July) 

14. Are graduate programs in the School of Education eligible for UNBC tuition waiver for 
UNBC employees? 

Yes, please see the guidelines established by UNBC. 

15. Is the application deadline for the School of Education graduate programs always December 15? 

Yes, if the application deadline is extended, it will be listed on the School of Education 
website. http://www.unbc.ca/education  

16. I missed the deadline. Are late applications being processed? If so, this 

information would be listed on the School of Education website. 

17. If I applied to another graduate program (i.e., MSW) at UNBC but decided to apply to a 
graduate program in the School of Education within the same timeframe, would I need to 
resubmit transcripts again? 

Please contact the Office of the Registrar’s.  
http://www.unbc.ca/registrar   

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education
http://www.unbc.ca/education
http://www.unbc.ca/registrar


18. What are the requirements in terms of the three referees? 

The best referees are people who have supervised/evaluated any of your employment or 
academic experience which could include supervisors or professors. They are stronger 
referees than colleagues, friends, or relatives. Also, references from colleagues who have not 
evaluated your work would normally be regarded as weaker references. 

19. My undergraduate degree is from UNBC but I have attended two other institutions, do I need 
to include all three transcripts? 

If the courses from the other institutions are already on your undergrad UNBC transcript, 
then you wouldn’t need to get them sent again. You would need transcripts though from any 
institution where you took any other credit courses after you had graduated from UNBC. 

20. Do I need to submit my GRE scores in order to apply to this program?  

We do not require or consider the GRE for our MEd specializations at UNBC. 

21. Do I need to contact potential supervisors before completing my application for the Master 
of Education? 

No, you do not need to contact a potential supervisor before entering the program. Everyone 
starts in the Comprehensive Exam route and is assigned a Faculty Member who acts as the 
advisor/supervisor. Students typically apply to the thesis route or project route after 12 
credits (4 courses) which generally include one or both of their research courses. At that point, 
they seek out a supervisor for their thesis/project. 

22. What the difference is between a full-time and part-time student in your program? 

Full-Time Studies 
A full-time graduate student during any one of the academic semesters is one who is either 
enrolled in courses totaling a minimum of six credit hours during a single semester or working 
on a dissertation, thesis, or comprehensive examination (Master's level only) project during a 
semester (see Graduate Programs Admissions and Regulations section). 

Part-Time Studies 
A part-time graduate student during any one of the academic semesters is one who is enrolled in 
courses totaling less than six credit hours during a single semester, and who is not working on a 
dissertation, thesis or project (see Graduate Programs Admissions and Regulations section). 

23. As I have already completed several graduate courses at another institution in the same 
program (i.e., Counselling, Leadership or Special Education) is it possible that more than 6 
credits could be accepted towards this Masters of Education? 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions.html
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions.html


As noted below, once accepted to the program, the Chair of the School of Education, upon 
advice from your assigned academic supervisor, will make a recommendation to the Dean 
of Graduate Programs. The Dean of Graduate Programs will make the final decision. 

Taken from UNBC’s calendar: http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions  

4.1.6 UNBC course requirements and applicability of transfer of credit At least half of the course 
work taken must be completed as a degree candidate in a Graduate Program at the University of 
Northern British Columbia and be UNBC courses. On the recommendation of the Program 
concerned, the Dean of Graduate Programs may accept courses taken at other institutions for credit 
toward a UNBC graduate degree. 

Courses taken at the University of Northern British Columbia as a non-degree student in a 
Graduate Program may be considered for transfer to a graduate degree (see 1.5.4). 

In order to qualify for transfer of credit, courses must meet all of the following conditions: 

1. Must be a graduate level course; 
2. Must be completed with a grade of at least B (or equivalent); 
3. Must not be used to meet the minimum admission requirements for Graduate Programs; and 
4. Must not have been used to obtain any degree, diploma, certificate or other credential, unless 

otherwise noted. 
The grades from courses allowed for transfer of credit will not appear on the transcript, and 
they will not be used in determining sessional or cumulative grade point averages. Credit 
granted at another institution on the basis of life or work experience is not acceptable for 
transfer of credit. For students admitted as mature students (see 1.4), transfer of credit will not 
normally be granted for courses taken before enrolling in Graduate Programs at the University 
of Northern British Columbia. 

24. Can I take more classes per term to quicken the process? 

The Special Education program is a part-time online program; in order to take more than four 
courses as a fulltime student in the Counselling or Leadership program, you need the Interim 
Chair’s, Dr. Shannon Wagner, permission. 

25. What is the total cost of the program? 

Please refer to the Finance Department at the links below for tuition information or please 
feel free to call (250) 960-6390. 

http://www.unbc.ca/finance/accounts-receivable/fees-unbc#Graduate 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf  

26. I did not meet the minimum GPA, should I still apply?  

Please consult the links below: 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/finance/accounts-receivable/fees-unbc#Graduate
http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf


For a description of admission requirements to UNBC, please go 

to http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions and pay special attention to the  

requirements as specified in 1.0 to 1.4 for minimum grade point average. 

UNBC has additional requirement for international students, particularly if English is not their 

first language. 

http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants  

27. If I am not accepted to the program, how can I improve on my application? 

It depends on your situation. For example, if you are applying to the counselling program, 

more work or volunteer experience may provide a more competitive application. If you believe 

you need more research experience, it may be beneficial to connect with an academic who is 

doing research and work towards publishing a paper. In certain situations you may be able to 

go back to university in order to take courses in order to raise your GPA. It could be as simple 

as rewriting your personal statement. In all cases, it is best to take some time to critically 

evaluate your application and then move forward to strengthen the areas that you believe 

need to be worked on. 

28. Why did I not get accepted to the program? 

We cannot provide the specifics but we place candidates in rank order based on the following: 

First, applications must meet the criteria put out by Graduate Programs (sufficient GPA, 

accredited university for undergraduate degree, English language requirements, etc.). Then, they 

send the applications that meet their criteria to the School of Education. We usually have more 

applications than seats available, so applications are assessed by a Selection Committee. When 

reviewing applications, the Selection Committee generally looks at the following: GPA, work 

experience, letter of interest and references. It also depends how competitive the application 

pool is that particular year. 

29. When will I be notified on whether or not I am accepted to the 

program? You should be notified by March 15. 

30. Do any of the programs require a thesis to graduate?  

No. 

31. Are there any pre-requisite courses required for any of the programs? 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants


No. 

32. Do I need a specific degree to apply to any one of the three programs?  

No. 

33. If I am not accepted to the program can I take courses in your program as a non-degree 

student to improve my GPA? 

You could take a few courses as a non-degree student, but if you want to bring them in to your 

program once accepted, they will not let you use those classes for the GPA calculation. Not all 

classes are open to non-degree students so you would first require the instructor's approval 

and some courses would be restricted to the current students because a prerequisite is 

required or due to the discretion of the professor. Then, you would apply to the Interim Chair 

of the School of Education, Dr. Shannon Wagner, to have them brought into the program and 

the Vice President of Research and Graduate Programs would need to approve her decision. 

Also it is important to know that you have to pay for them out of pocket and do you do not get 

any tuition break (i.e., you pay the full amount) if you do get admitted. 

34. I am undecided on whether to apply to the Counselling, Leadership, or Special 

Education Program. 

I would start by looking at the courses offered in both programs to see what fits better in terms 

of your interests and life situation. For example, in the Counselling Program there is a 150 hour 

practicum that you need to complete towards the end of your program and that doesn’t always 

fit with some students’ life/work situations. Also, as you probably noticed, the Special Education 

Program is an online program just in case you were looking for a face-to-face program. The 

leadership program is a good choice if administrative work interests you. If you haven’t already 

done this, you may want to ask other professionals in special education, administrative and 

school counselling positions to give you a sense of what the day to day work looks like. If you 

decide on one program versus the other you can always supplement your work through 

completion of a thesis or project. For example, if you decide to major in special education or 

leadership you can always complete your thesis or project on a topic related to counselling if 

that is also an interest of yours. 

35. Are any of my credits obtained taken at another University transferrable to any of the 
Master's programs if I were to be accepted? 

If you do apply and are accepted to any one of the programs, your supervisor will assist you in 
this process and the Interim Chair, Dr. Shannon Wagner, will look at your courses to see if any 
can be used BUT all the courses would be at the graduate level. At UNBC, a post baccalaureate 
program would not be considered graduate courses. 



36. Is the time commitment for lectures one night a week per class for 5:30-8:30 or is this time 

commitment for multiple nights per class? 

As a part-time student you would take one class per week and as a full time student you would 

take at least two classes per week. 

37. Can you tell me whether or not I have a good chance of being accepted to the program prior to 

applying? 

No, but as mentioned in one of the previous questions above, it is a competitive process where 

several variables are taken into account when looking at prospective students applications. 

38. Are students able to transfer into the MEd in second year once completing many of the required 

courses with another institution? 

Transferring credits into a program are based on the approval of the Chair of Education and isn’t 
determined until you enter the program but, yes, it is possible to transfer credits into 
the program. 

39. Is there TA/RA money available? If so, how much and how do I apply? 

Yes, these positions become available as faculty receive grants and other types of funds (RAs), 

and when certain courses are offered (TAs). You can approach the professor to see if they have 

any RA or TA work available who will then approach the Chair for approval for TAs. There is no 

set amount of money, this is dependent on the amount of work but typically the pay rate is 

around $20 per hour. 

40. If I am accepted to the program, is financial aid available? 

Please see the following link for information on awards and bursaries: Awards and Financial Aid. 

41. What can I do with a Master’s Degree in Education? 

http://www.unbc.ca/education#WhatCanIdowithaDegreeinEducation  

42. Is it possible to set-up a phone meeting to discuss the application process and to find out more 

about the specific programs? 

Yes, please feel free to email the MEd Coordinator, Dr. John Sherry if your specific question is 

not answered in this question and answer section but please take the time to thoroughly 

read this section and review our web page. 

http://www.unbc.ca/education#WhatCanIdowithaDegreeinEducation


MDL Questions: 

1. How can I apply to this program? 

If you are interested in our program and haven't already done so, it might be helpful to start 
at the site link below. It will take you through the steps of what you need to know about our 
program and how to apply: http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate  

Deadline for applications is Dec 15 for classes that begin the following September. 

2. Can you provide me more information about the type of classes offered? Please 

see the links below: 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_course_list.pdf  

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_brochure_revised_mar_2012.pdf  

3. What is the Leading for Learning Certificate and what would be the benefit of obtaining it as 
part of the MEd Program? 

Teachers use it as a gateway to the MEd – MDL program and it is a way for teachers to get a 
pay increase without completing their Master’s. Students should understand that they need to 
declare their intention to enroll in the Certificate program when they come into the School of 
Education. 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_course_list.pdf  

4. What is a Leadership Development Portfolio and an Inquiry Project? 

It is a record of learning in the Leading for Learning Certificate and is presented to at least one 
MDL faculty member. 

5. Given my desire to stay in a post-secondary environment, and my interest in the topic of 
leadership, are there courses in the list of offerings that you would recommend? 

We assign you a program of studies which would give you a variety of courses and the courses 
we offer are based on existing expertise. Please see the website for a sample of courses: 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education#MultidisciplinaryLeadership  

6. Would this MDL program be an appropriate program for someone looking to advance within a 
school system; specifically in management/administration? 

The program is designed for practicing teachers who are interested in becoming school 
administrators. 

http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate
http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_course_list.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_brochure_revised_mar_2012.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/mdl_course_list.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education#MultidisciplinaryLeadership


7. How many students do you accept to the program each year? 

The number of people we generally invite can vary; it is usually around 15 or 20 each year 
for the Prince George campus. 

8. When are the courses offered? 

The courses are typically offered in the evenings, 5:30 - 8:30 pm or 5:30-9:30 pm. 

9. Can you tell me more about a particular course? 

You can read the course descriptions in the Graduate Calendar which is available online. 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf  

10. Is this an online program? 

This is a face-to-face program, if any classes are offered online it would only be a few of them. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION QUESTIONS: 

1. Where can I find more information on the Special Education Program? 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/med_special_ed_chart.pdf  

2. What types of courses are offered in the Special Education Program?  

Here is an example of the Program of Studies: 

https://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/education/overlapspecedwithoutnamesjune2
018.pdf   

3. How can I apply to this program? 

If you are interested in our program and haven't already done so, it might be helpful to start 
at the site link below. It will take you through the steps of what you need to know about our 
program and how to apply: http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate  

Deadline for applications is Dec 15 to start classes the following September. 

4. What is the selection criteria when the Selection Committee Reviews Applications? 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/assets/education/med_special_ed_chart.pdf
https://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/education/overlapspecedwithoutnamesjune2018.pdf
https://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/education/overlapspecedwithoutnamesjune2018.pdf
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate


When reviewing applications, the Selection Committee generally looks at the following: 

GPA, work experience, letter of interest and references. In your letter of interest, please 

highlight your special education experience and online experience. 

5. What are the requirements in terms of the three referees? 

The best referees are people who have supervised/evaluated any of your employment or 
academic experience which could include supervisors or professors. They are stronger referees 
than colleagues, friends, or relatives. Also, references from colleagues who have not evaluated 
your work would normally be regarded as weaker references. 

6. How many students do you accept to the program each year? 

The number of people we generally invite can vary; it is usually around 20 each year for 
the Prince George campus. 

7. Do I need to contact potential supervisors before completing my application for the Master 
of Education in Special Education? 

You can apply to the thesis route or project route after 12 credits (4 courses.) which generally 
include one or both of their research courses. At that point, they seek out a supervisor for their 
thesis/project. 

8. When are courses offered? 

The courses are offered in the evenings. 

9. Can you tell me more about a particular course? 

You can read the course descriptions in the Graduate Calendar which is available online. 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf  

10. Are these courses run solely during the traditional school year, or are some offered during 

the summer months as well? 

All of the courses are offered during the school year, there are no Special Ed Summer Courses 

11. One area that is dear to my heart is working with gifted children. Do you offer any courses 

focusing on this exceptionality? 

Special topic courses are offered which could cover this area. Also, if you decide on the project 

or thesis route, you could research and write about this topic. 

12. What are the guidelines/requirements of the portfolio? 

http://www.unbc.ca/sites/default/files/sections/calendar/2017-2018graduate.pdf


Regarding the question around portfolio, please contact the instructor, Dr. Andrew 
Kitchenham at Andrew.Kitchenham@unbc.ca.  

13. Can I take courses as a non-degree student in the Special Education Program? 

You can check with the professor but is highly unlikely since most of the classes are 

filled to capacity. 

Counselling Questions: 

1. I know you have a full-time Counselling program in Prince George. But can I attend part-time? 

Yes, students can attend our Prince George campus program either full-time or part-time. 

2. How can I apply to this program? 

This link will provide information about the counselling program and how to 
apply: http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate  

Admissions to UNBC graduate programs at: http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions  

Information about our MEd Counselling program, including additional admission 
requirements can be found at: http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education  
Read all of the MEd Education information as it also pertains to Counselling. As you scroll 
down, you will see Counselling which will include additional specific information. 

3. If you are an international student or English is not your first language, there may be 
other requirements, so consult this link: 
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants  

Deadline for applications is Dec 15 to start classes the following September. 

4. What the differences between taking a Master’s in Social Work with a counselling focus 
and a MEd Counselling program. I am wondering about the outcomes for employment 
opportunities and if applicable in any areas of the province or across Canada. 

In a real general way, social workers' perspective is broader than counsellors, but with that said, 
in a lot of agencies they work side by side. In terms of doing you own research on this matter, it 
may be best to see what courses are offered in both programs and check with professional 
governing bodies, for counsellors it is the British Columbia Association for Clinical Counsellors 
(BCACC) and Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association (CCPA). 

mailto:Andrew.Kitchenham@unbc.ca
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants


5. When will the next Regional Counselling Program be offered in the regions? 

There is no guarantee since it is based on several factors including demand, but here are 
the tentative dates: 

Fort St. John: September 2017; Williams Lake: September 2019; Terrace: September 2021 

6. I would appreciate any news regarding a regional program and its likelihood to be offered. 

Please email Dr. John Sherry your request including the regional program that you are interested 
in and he will place you on an interest list. The final decision will be made by the Dean of 
Regional Programs in consultation with the School of Education Chair. 

7. Where can I find admissions information regarding the Counselling Program? 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education#Counselling  

8. Am I correct in understanding that there is no specific undergraduate degree required for 
applying to the MEd Counselling Program? 

An undergraduate degree is required, but there is no "required type" of degree. However, the 
Selection Committee may consider the type of degree when assessing the strength of any 
particular application. 

9. What is the selection criteria when the Selection Committee Reviews Applications? 

Selection of applicants is a two-part process. First, applications must meet the criteria put out by 
Graduate Programs (sufficient GPA, accredited university for undergraduate degree, English 
language requirements, etc). Then, they send the applications that meet their criteria to our 
department. We usually have more applications than seats available, so applications are 
assessed by a Selection Committee. When reviewing applications, the Selection Committee 
generally looks at the following: GPA (the higher, the better); work experience (relevant 
employment or volunteer experience); type of degree (your degree in psychology would be 
viewed as providing you with excellent academic preparation); letter of interest/intent and 
answers to the posted questions (depth of awareness, and writing ability as demonstrated in the 
letter); and references. If you apply, include a resume/CV with the number of hours in each job, 
and add any scholarships you may have received, and any publications. 

10. Is there preference given to certain degrees? 

Degrees in psychology, social work, education, and child/youth care are normally viewed as 
having the strongest academic preparation for our program. Other degrees are also considered 
and as noted above, there are lots of other factors that the Selection Committee considers as 
well, such as work/volunteer experience, GPA, the letter of intent, and references. 

11. I do not have 2 years post Baccalaureate degree experience, should I still apply to the program? 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education#Counselling


As indicated on the website, priority is given to people who have obtained their undergraduate 
degree and have had at least 2 years post Baccalaureate degree experience (2 years prior to the 
admission date, not the application date). However, if seats are not filled, then the Committee 
invites applicants who were placed on the waitlist, some of whom may be applicants who do not 
have the 2 years post Baccalaureate degree experience. In the past couple of years, we have 
dipped into this waitlist group and people have entered our program without the 2 years post-
baccalaureate experience. 

12. Should I include both employment and volunteer experience on my CV/resume? 

Yes, include both your employment and volunteer experience on the required CV/resume. Both 
will count, although the Selection Committee normally gives more weight to the Employment 
experience. Applicants who have 2 years beyond their undergraduate degree are normally given 
priority. 

13. Can you provide me with information whether or not my volunteer/work experience 
will increase my chances in being accepted to the program? 

A determination around your experience can not be determined until after you officially apply to 
the program, but keep in mind, as I mentioned, that is one of several factors that we examine. 

14. Should I include published articles on my CV? 

If you have published articles, or papers presented at conferences, then include these citations 
in your CV. Make sure you include what journal they are in, or name of conference where they 
were presented. 

15. What are the requirements in terms of the 3 referees? 

The best referees are people who have supervised/evaluated any of your employment, 
volunteer or academic experience which could include supervisors or professors. They are 
stronger referees than colleagues, friends, or relatives. Also, references from colleagues 
who have not evaluated your work would normally be regarded as weaker references. 

16. What is the resume requirement? Should I only include work/volunteer experience and 
the hours I completed for those experiences that are relevant to the counseling field? 

Include all of your experience on your resume in case Selection Committee members 
deem something as relevant that you haven’t considered as relevant. 

17. My undergraduate degree is from UNBC but I have attended two other institutions, do I need 
to include all three transcripts? 

Regarding transcripts, if the courses from the other institutions are already on your undergrad 
UNBC transcript, then you wouldn’t need to get them sent again. You would need transcripts 
though from any institution where you took any other credit courses after you had graduated 
from UNBC. 



18. For the Statement of Intent is the committee looking for seven very distinct answers to their 
questions or rather more of a written paper style response that answers those questions 
within the narrative? 

Please number and answer each distinct question. 

19. The application form asks us to write answers to several questions in our letter of intent. 
What are you looking for? 

When reviewing the letter of intent and subsequent questions, the Selection Committee is 
generally interested in (a) depth of awareness; and (b) writing ability. Please stay within the 
stated page limit. 

20. What type of work experience are you looking for? 

We are most interested in employment or volunteer experience in which you are or were 
working in a helping capacity in a counselling-related or teaching-related setting with adults, 
adolescents, or children. The most relevant worksites would be those in which you are expected 
to facilitate the learning, emotional growth, and/or psychological development of individuals 
and/or groups. A few examples are: working in group homes, on crisis lines, in counselling 
centres, teaching in schools, working as a social worker, and so forth. When you submit your 
CV/Resume, please state the number of hours you worked at each work site. 

21. I did not meet the minimum GPA should I still apply?  

Here are some links to consult: 

For a description of admission requirements to UNBC, please go 

to http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions and pay special attention to the 

requirements as specified in 1.0 to 1.4 for minimum grade point average. 

UNBC has additional requirement for international students, particularly if English is not their 

first language. 

http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants  

Are international students accepted to this program? 

For our Counselling program, students need to be proficient both in written English, and also 

spoken English – the latter is important because there is a practicum and students go into the 

community and counsel clients. Students mastery of the English language needs to be 

developed enough that they can easily understand English speaking clients, and be understood 

by English speaking clients. 

22. Do I need to submit my GRE scores in order to apply to this program? We do not 

require or consider the GRE for our MEd Counselling program at UNBC. 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/admissions
http://www.unbc.ca/apply/graduate/information-international-applicants


23. How many students do you accept to the program each year? 

The number of people we generally invite can vary; it is usually around 15 or 16 each year for 
the Prince George campus. 

24. How long does this program take to complete for fulltime students? 

The length of time will depend on a number of factors, most notably whether you are in the 
comprehensive exam route (shortest), thesis route (usually the longest), project route (usually in 
between); it will also depend on the number of courses you choose to take per 
semester. Everyone starts in the comp exam route and can apply to switch to thesis or project 
after 12 credits (4 courses). Full-time is defined as a minimum of 6 credits per semester 
(equivalent to 2 courses, which is 2 evenings per week). But most full-time students take 3 or 4 
courses per semester for their first year (so from Sept-April they are usually in class 3-4 evenings 
per week). With the way the program is currently set (and it may change over time), students 
who are full-time and choose to take 3 or 4 courses per semester in their first year and are in 
the comprehensive exam route can finish in 1 year and 8 months; those who take only 2 courses 
per semester in their 1st year will usually take 3 years due to having to wait for required courses 
to be offered again. We find that full-time thesis route students usually take about 3 years 
because in addition to completing course work and practicum, conducting research and writing 
up a thesis is time intensive. Full time project route students usually take about 2 years; 
sometimes less if they really work steadily, write well, and are very organized. 
Here is the link to look at the three routes. Scroll down to MEd Requirements to read about 
the three routes (thesis, project, comprehensive exam). 
http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education  

25. When are the courses offered? 

Currently the courses from Sept - April are all in the evening and offered once per week (3 hrs 

5:30-8:30; 1 course is 5:30-9:30). Spring/summer courses are in the evening (6:00-9:00) and 

often on some weekends. We need to adhere to this schedule because we also have part-time 

students who are employed full-time, and they can only attend classes after work hours. 

26. Can you tell me more about a particular course? 

You can read the course descriptions in the Graduate Calendar which is available online. 

27. Is the Counselling Program CCPA accredited? 

No, our UNBC program is not accredited. Our vision is to work towards accreditation, but it is a 

long process. Note there is a difference between "accreditation" (programs are accredited) 

and "certification" (individuals are certified). CCPA at https://www.ccpa-  

accp.ca/accreditation/ describes this difference well. 

Our program is not accredited, but we do have many graduates who have been certified 

http://www.unbc.ca/calendar/graduate/education
https://www.ccpa-accp.ca/accreditation/
https://www.ccpa-accp.ca/accreditation/


by CCPA, as well as registered by the BC Association of Clinical Counsellors. Students must 

design their programs appropriately in order to meet the criteria for those professional bodies. 

28. I am wondering if this program's credentials are accepted by either the British Columbia 

Association of Clinical Counsellors, or by the Canadian Counselling Psychology Association? 

As noted above, many of our grads successfully register with either the BC Association of 
Clinical Counsellors, or the Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association (or both). You 
would need to design your program appropriately, for example, take the elective courses we 
offer that either association "requires." To see their list of requirements, google in the 
association names above and peruse their websites. You will note that BCACC has specified 
requirements regarding supervision in practicum, so you would need to arrange a practicum 
that would fulfill those requirements, or else pick up some of these supervisory requirements 
after you graduate from the program. 

29. I’m trying to determine if this program fits what I'm looking for in regards to potential career 

outcomes. 

Our graduates find employment as counsellors in a variety of community agency settings, and 

also in post-secondary institutions such as at counselling services for students at colleges and 

universities. Graduates who are also teachers have found employment as school counsellors 

in their school districts. We do not have a specific "school counselling" focus to our program, 

although some students have been able to secure practicums in their schools. 

30. Can I become a private practitioner as a counsellor in Alberta with this degree? 

To find out what is required in Alberta, you could contact the main counselling association/body 

in Alberta and find out what their criteria are for registration in terms of course work, practicum 

hours, etc. You could then compare whether what we have to offer at UNBC meets those 

criteria. Some of the classes may or may not be taught by a licensed psychologist, this cannot be 

guaranteed, in fact, this is quite unlikely. 

Note: Although in Alberta people can become "psychologists" with a Masters degree, that is 

not possible in BC. Therefore, no Masters program in BC is accredited with the Canadian 

Psychological Association. 

31. I was wondering if you had any knowledge of or statistics of job placements? 

No. Here is information from the Alumni’s office 2015 Alumni Survey, MEd Counselling 

graduates: 87% were employed, 6% were unemployed but had jobs lined up, and 7% were 

unemployed and looking (n=39). 

32. What is the range most counsellors make annually? 

Do you need a teaching certificate to be a school counselor in BC? 

https://www.welcomebc.ca/Work-or-Study-in-B-C/Job-profiles-for-immigrants/School-Counsellor  

https://www.welcomebc.ca/Work-or-Study-in-B-C/Job-profiles-for-immigrants/School-Counsellor


33. How long is Practicum? 

Practicum consists of two major components: (a) Work at a practicum site, and (b) attending a 

Practicum class. (a) Work at a practicum site: In order to graduate, students need a minimum of 

150 client contact hours at their Practicum site. This involves 150 hours of direct contact with 

clients; however, please note there will be many more hours involved with preparing for 

sessions, receiving supervision, writing case notes, attending staff meetings, and so forth. The 

total time at the Practicum site will be much more than 150 hours and varies somewhat across 

sites. Students should be prepared to devote two semesters for their practicum. (b) Practicum 

class: The Practicum class is completed in two semesters. 

34. Can I work full-time while I complete my Practicum? 

In order to have a well-rounded, comprehensive practicum experience, it is strongly suggested 

that you are prepared to take a leave or a reduction in your work schedule while completing 

your practicum. It is typically an eight-month non-paid experience, at least three full days a 

week. For those that are unable to reduce their workload, it is considerably more difficult to find 

a part-time placement and once placed, this experience may take up to a year to complete. 


