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Cows in the City?




Rural Protest in Canada

¢ Agriculturall Protest
In Ontario

¢ Farmers Feed
Cities”

¢ "Financial Crisis”

¢ "National Issue”




Rural Protest in France.
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Global Rural Protest...

¢ India

¢ 40,000 Rural
Protesters In
leondon

¢ Wales

¢ Loggers in
Melbeurne

o A RulFaINVay: of
e




Rural Under Pressure

¢ Globalization

¢ lL.ogging;: For and Against
¢ Sprawi

¢ Parks

¢ Genetically: Modified Crops
e Land itle

¥ Farming

...




Outline

¢ Profile of Rural, Northern BC
¢ Broader Context for Development

¢» Menu off Rural Development
Strategjies

¢ \Welcome to the Dark Side: TThe
Connected North

¢ Conclusion




Purpose

i. Prowvide a deeper perspective on
rural development issues...create
moere lasting change;

2, Argue that control, thiretgh
collaborativer action) Is the

COrNERStoNE fior futlre developmeEnt
IR ther NoEtAL




Profile




Northern British Columbia

Northern
British Columbia




Urban Perspectives on Rural

¢ Rugged

¢ Hick

¢ Attached to the land
¢ Slower pace

¢ Backwards

¢ Ol el teUEh

...




What the Reports Say: Assets

¢ Attraction off People

— Affordability

— Quality of life: amenities
¢» Resource; Rich

— EXtraction

—euriS

¥ StHoNg Seecial CharaCteristics
— Commitment te: place
— Higher VoltuRteerism; moKershalfing




What the Reports Say:
Challenges

¢ Overall Competitiveness:

— Employment in primary. industries Is
declining

— Population base isi declining

— Access to investment capital limitea
— Education levels are lower
— [[ewer levels off inceme

— Severity Increases! i Aboriginal
COomMURItIES




Rural — Urban Tension

» Urban Supports Rural

— Cities are the engines off economic
growth...supbsidies to rural

/S

¢ RUralf Supperts Urban
— EXport Wealth: ioed proclction

—fhose; trees youre millingl didnrt come
rom: Stanley: Park::.




Broader Context




Cycles of Boom and Bust

¢ Seven year cycles for the forest
Industry.

¢ 19605 restructuring

¢ Staples development:
— [El
— Agriculture
— CUmbEer
~|phVelge
=@l ane Gas




BC in the 1950s

¢ Resource royalties subject to wide
fluctuations

¢ [nefficient resource industries

» Community: & industrial
Infrastructure; off central/nerthern BE
POy developed

¢ FEW Secondary/stupport industries

¢ B(C asi al NaVve Not: PreVInceE




Vi

1950s Solutions

¢ \Wood waste to support interior pulp and
paper plants

¢ Electrical power to drive industry.

¢ Oil/gas for revenue and power

o Full Righway: network

¢ Integrated railway: network and alfpPerts

¢ Creation off new: towns! (CInstant fownsy act)
N remete” BC

» CommunIty Infrastructirer (Schonls and
SEVICES) torattract and retaln a Workiorce




British Columbia
pop. change 1971-1981

B Gain

j No Change (+/- 0.4 %)

. Loss




British Columibia
pop. change 1996 - 2001

. Gain

j No Change (+/- 0.4 %)

. Loss




Growth Rates (1996 - 2001)

Skeena-Queen Charlotte Yo Change

Prince Rupert -12.4
\Viasset -28.4

Kitimat-Stikine Yo CHaNge
Kitimat -1.6
lieriace -9.3

Bulkley-Nechako Y0 CHANOE

HOUSIon -9.1
SMIENS -3.7




Decisiveness vs. Complexity...

¢ Clear Recognition
¢ Definitive Plan...Implemented!!!

¢ But:
— ERVIronment
—\/alte Added
— Market Laziness }
=Eirst Nations Exclusion: .+
— Complexity:..




Strategies for Rural
Development




Going

¢ Allenby
¢ Ashcroft Manor
¢ Barkerville

¢ Bennett
&
&

Braiden
Butedale

¢ Cameronton

9 Cape Seott

¢ Cassiar

o Coalmont

¢ Cody

o CopperMoeuntan

...Going...

Fort Steele
Granite
Greenwood
Hedley.
Kitsault
|_laforme Creek
Moyie
Nashten
Quesnel Forks
@cean Ealls
Retallack
Richiield

L R 2R 2 2 2 R 2B 2BR 2NN 2NN ¢




What the “Experts” Have to Say

¢ Restore land base certainty

¢ Additionall community-based forest
CERUrRES

¢ Private development of electricity
¢ [lourism development and linkages
¢ Marketing for RerthEern: ProdaUCES

¢ IRVest iR htimanrcapital




And the Northern Response...

SWE HAVE BEEN
STTUDIED IO DEATNHE™




Policy Report Legacies

¢ The "Heartlands”

¢ Ministry of Community: Development
Cooperatives and Volunteers

¢ [he New Economy~

¢ REDOs

¢ [The Jobs and mber Accord
o...




IThe Connected North

Welcome to the Dark Side




Voices from the North

& It will be important that we think: about
small'economic activities: as, well' as large
InAUSTES ana must stpport inirastriciire
WHICH, SEIVES: a Wide range or Interests

9 Ve neea o) protect ana aeveloprineiour
COIIErS O ECORBIMIC AeVelopmentt )
eauicanen; 2)NanspoRanon; s)
COmmMURICANIAS, ana - Z)NIealin




Voices from the North

¢ A northern vision must include attention to
the human anad. community. Sides of
adevelopment In Concert With economic
adevelopment actviiies.

% A norihen vision ana. strategy/ 1must e
U Tre THENPRLIGIIN UG 0 ACIIEIErS:

9 VVerneea conirol; Wemlsiaelerniie our
Wi Gestiny wihichWilNRYVeVeraning
WSl giflEf ofelges




So What's the
Problem? 77




A Model for Action

Low
Coherence

Complicated . Complex

High Complicated
Coherence

High Low
Agreement Agreement

(Tamarack Institute)




What Does the Dark Side
Look Like?

o New forms off collaboration
¢ Place-based not sector-based

¢ Bottom-upr net top-down

¢ llelling not asking

o New appreaches) torplanning

» CommUuURIty, — regional integiration
9 NewrerganZationsi IRsSttUEHIORS




Ihe Region:

New Eormis and Scales of
Organization




The Regional Imperative

¢ Our competitors have scaled up
— especially the European; Union

¢ Need to coordinate to create synergies

— Other jurisdictions shifitingl firem sectoral to
‘Place-based” policies

¢ Need to invest limited fitnds wWisely: iR
INfrastructurée and SERVICES

¢ Scalingl uprter DrNE e FEgIonal VeICE te
pUblicrpolicy,anarthENmMarketplace




What Connects the North?

¢ Political relationships: e.g. North
Central Municipall Association

¢ Infrastructure that connects a
diVEerse region

¢ Services (Increasingly: conselidated)
¢ Culture, lifestyle
¢ ECOonOMIC Hows




How to Move Forward?

Comprehensive from outset
Focus areas/niche

Strategic drivers (entry poeints into
other issues)

Oppertunity, driven
Combination




What are the Opportunities?

& Seniors

¢ Pre / Post Retirement services
& Tourism

¢ Education based activities

» New Information; technoelogy.
¢ Quality of Lifie

¢ HYArGGERN ECONOIMAY.

» Minerals

9 [AREVAtIVEMWEOH ProdlEts

» Aguaculture

¢ Agriculture




Re-bundle ‘traditional assets’

¢ Energy
— wind / coal bed methane / IPPs
— links to hydrogen economy.

¢ Forests
— community forests / "Waste” wood / Value Added

— Opening up access to timber supply and processing to
encourage Innovation

— Dirchi syrups /: non-timber resources

¢ Agricultural Lands
— alterative uses for grains/ waste heat USes
— fiarm teurism
= NICHE Crops)/ geodraphic Isplation

¢ Education
Science), technelegy, technical, and trades prograims
NEetWork o €ollegesiand UNBE

Nerway anda-Newroundlaneargot aheadr o gameNn tralfing
PEOPIE

COmMURIEY grotpstand Voluntariy erganizations
Industry andigeeurhave skilll/ training expertise




Conclusion




A New Northern Brand

o Hard working
« Connected to the land

e Outdoors / wilderness
¢ tourism / resources

o Safe community:
¢ retirement /. young families

o Pace off life
¢ outdoors lifestyle / recreation / Seasons

o [NAEPENGEERCE
¢ doINg mere with less

o) Afieraabiliicy;

& housing / ofifice space
s oUthNR an agingrwere




Then Again...




T'hank You.




