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Rural policy in industrialized countries is currently undergoing significant
change. ‘Place-based economies’, where the unique attributes and assets
of individual places determine their attractiveness for particular types of
activities and investments, are increasingly important for rural development.
New understandings of competitiveness and conceptualizations of a new
economy underline the importance of making strategic investments in rural
community infrastructure.

The Next Rural Economies debates the future of rural development and
highlights successes and failures to inform research, policy and community
action. Casestudies presentdiscussions ofthe current state of rural community
and economic restructuring and provide research and policy directions for
constructing resilient and sustainable rural economies. Topics considered
include seasonal economies, amenity migration, IT industries, sustainable
and green energy, education and transportation developments. Challenging
readers with alternative ways of looking and reacting to rural community
development, this book will be necessary for researchers and policy makers
in geography, economic development and community development.
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