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Population Growth

• Non-metropolitan areas are consistently growing.

• There are 1.1 million dwellings in non-metropolitan BC.*

2001-2006 2006-2011 2011-2016

British Columbia

5.3% 7.0% 5.6%

Non-Metropolitan Areas (NMAs)

3.7% 4.9% 4.6%

Census Metropolitan Areas 

(CMAs) 7.0% 9.2% 6.7%
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Population Trends

• Non-metropolitan areas are consistently growing. 

• There are 1.1 million dwellings in non-metropolitan BC.*

• 50% of the population of BC live in non-metropolitan areas (2.3 million).

2001-2006 2006-2011 2011-2016

British Columbia 5.3% 7.0% 5.6%

Non-Metropolitan Areas (NMAs) 3.7% 4.9% 4.6%

Census Metropolitan Areas 

(CMAs) 7.0% 9.2% 6.7%
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Intraprovincial Migration, 2016-2020
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Population Change
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Median Age, 2016
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Population Pyramids
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Parksville 1981
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Parksville 2016

Male Female
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Kitimat 1981
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Kitimat 2016
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Invermere 1981
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Housing Stock
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Period of Construction
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Dwelling Type, 2016
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Dwelling Condition, 2016
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Major Repairs by Tenancy, 2016

6.6% 9.7% 2.9% 6.4% 5.0%2.6% 20.3% 5.8% 9.5% 6.8%
0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Invermere (VL) Kitimat (DM) Parksville(CY) BC NMA Average Vancouver (CMA)

Owner Tenant

Research funded by:



Housing Supply 
& Demand
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Average Household Size: Change from 1981-2016
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Household size (2016): 

NMA Average: 2.2 Vancouver CMA: 2.5 
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1 & 2 Person Households vs. 1 & 2 Bedroom Houses, 2016
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1&2 person households 1&2 bedroom houses
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4+ Person Households vs. 4+ Bedroom Houses, 2016
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Households Spending 30%+ of their Income on Shelter Costs, 2016
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Average Value of Dwelling, 2016
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Addressing 
Supply & 
Demand



Potential Housing Solutions

• Conversion, renovation, revitalization of 
existing stock

 Energy efficiency

 Modern design

 Smaller households

• Build new

 Consider household lifecycle and housing 
choices



Conversion/Renovation

Photo courtesy of Michael Anderson, Bike Portland from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, May 2016 for 
the  State of Oregon’s Transportation and Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development and the Oregon Department of Transportation



Conversion/Renovation

Photo by Eli Spevak from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, May 2016 for the  State of Oregon’s Transportation and 
Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development and the Oregon Department of Transportation



Conversion/Renovation

Photo from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
Second Units Info Sheet - Spring 2017 
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page9575.aspx

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page9575.aspx




Conversion/Renovation



Conversion/Renovation

Photo from Robert Gerloff, AIA and Jeremiah Battles - SPLIT VISIONS - A 
planbook of remodeling ideas for split-level and split-entry houses, 2003.



Build New



Build New: Small Lots/Pocket Neighbourhoods



Build New: Small Lots/Pocket Neighbourhoods

Photo courtesy of Third Street Cottages and Ross Chapin Architects from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, May 2016 for 
the  State of Oregon’s Transportation and Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land Conservation 
and Development and the Oregon Department of Transportation



Build New: Duplexes

Photo courtesy of PCRI from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, May 2016 for the  State of Oregon’s Transportation 
and Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development and the Oregon Department of Transportation



Build New: Garden Home

Photo courtesy of Ellen Bassett (accessorydwellings.org) from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, 
May 2016 for the  State of Oregon’s Transportation and Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land 
Conservation and Development and the Oregon Department of Transportation



Build New: Garden Home

Photo by Eli Spevak from Character-Compatible, Space-Efficient Housing Options for Single-Dwelling Neighborhoods, May 2016 for the  State of Oregon’s 
Transportation and Growth Management Program (TGM), a partnership between the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development and the 
Oregon Department of Transportation



Thank You!

For more information, visit  www.unbc.ca/cdi
Phone: 250-960-5952

Follow us @CDIatUNBC
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