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• The movement to non-metropolitan BC is not 
new 

• Media has reported that this movement has  
grown due to COVID-19

• Is non-metropolitan BC ready?

• The opportunities for planners – exciting, 
challenging, rewarding

Introduction



Housing



Old



In Need of Repair



Not What People Want



1&2 Person Households vs. 
1&2 Bedroom Houses, 2016
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4+ Person Households vs. 
4+ Bedroom Houses, 2016
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Housing Solutions for Non-Metropolitan 
Communities

• Conversion, renovation, revitalization of 
existing stock

 Energy efficiency

 Modern design

 Smaller households

• Build new

 Consider household lifecycle and housing choices



Neighbourhoods



Visionary Neighbourhoods



Work to Do



Infrastructure



Communications Infrastructure

Photo by Kaboompics .com from Pexels

https://www.pexels.com/@kaboompics?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/laptop-cell-phone-on-a-wooden-desk-6351/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


Transportation Infrastructure

By James Heilman, MD - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48806642

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48806642


Public Service Infrastructure

AdobeStock_345501882-scaled-e1595455304499-1536x922



Summary

• Metropolitan out-migration was already 
underway before COVID-19

• Housing is the lynchpin for non-metropolitan 
success

 Revitalize existing

 Build new

• Neighbourhoods that support neighbourliness

• Infrastructure that facilitates 21st Century 
living and working



Resources

• Building Foundations for the Future: Housing, 
community development, and economic 
opportunity in non-metropolitan Canada

 Addendum Report: BC Community Sample

 www.unbc.ca/community-development-institute

• Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation

 COVID-19 Resources

 https://crrf.ca/covid19/

http://www.unbc.ca/community-development-institute
https://crrf.ca/covid19/


Thank You



For more housing data and reports visit 
www.unbc.ca/community-development-institute

Marleen Morris, Co-Director
marleen.morris@unbc.ca

604 785-2584

http://www.unbc.ca/community-development-institute
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