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Note: If this parcel had NOT been selected for survey, the USE tab would be blank.   

Figure 8.   Summary Tab 

 
 

This parcel is has been 
selected for surveying. 
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Figure 9.   Error List Tab 

 

Land Cover Survey 
 
The primary purpose of a land cover survey is to separate the parcel into homogeneous 
components or land cover polygons and assign each a description based on predefined 
classifications.  Prior to the field survey, land cover polygons are delineated in the 
office using orthophotography and assigned a preliminary classification.  Further 
delineation may occur during the field survey until one of the following is achieved: 
• Minimum polygon size (500 sq M (~5400 sq ft)) or minimum polygon width (10 M 

(~33 ft)) is reached ·  
• Polygon is homogeneous in physical cover and homogeneous in irrigation method·  
• Maximum level of detail required is reached 
•  
NOTE: Each land cover polygon must correspond to a land cover record.  If a land 
cover polygon is delineated in the field, a corresponding record must also be added to 
the database. 
The primary level of stratification is based on (bio) physical land cover.  It 
distinguishes between anthropogenic and natural / semi-natural lands.  Further 
distinctions are made between terrestrial, aquatic, vegetated, and non-vegetated 
lands. See Appendix A for the full classification. 
Once stratified, each polygon may also be assigned additional attributes such as crop 
specific practice or agricultural limitation.   
The secondary level of stratification is based on irrigation method.   

Parcel 40 has a data entry 
error on cover 000 
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Figure 10.  Land Cover Record 

 
 
 
Each land cover record has an identifying number starting at “000”.  Combined with 
the Parcel ID, the Cover ID provides the link between the map and the database.  
Data entry fields are color coded to indicate if additional information is required for 
the current record.  As data is entered, the color shading will update automatically.   
 
 
 

Figure 11.   Primary Physical Ground cover 

 
 
Select the primary physical ground cover using the Main, Group and Detail fields.   
Making selections in the Main and Group fields will filter the options available in the 
Detail field.  A selection may also be typed directly into the Detail field.   
 
 

DOMINANT (BIO) PHYSICAL 
GROUND COVER 

PRIMARY 
CLASSIFICATION  

COLOR CODED FIELDS 
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Figure 12.   Primary Physical Ground cover 

 
 
 
Further description of the currently selected code is presented in the top right corner 
of the form.  Browse through all the options and choose the one which most accurately 
describes the dominate features of the land cover polygon.   
 
 
 

Figure 13.   Secondary Physical Ground Cover and Crop Specific Descriptor 

 
 
If the main ground cover is ATVC, a secondary ground cover is optional.  For some 
specific crops, a crop specific descriptor is required.  The color codes will indicate 
this. 
 
 

SECONDARY or 
UNDERSTOREY (BIO) 

PHYSICAL GROUND COVER 
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Figure 14.   Irrigation 

 
 
If ground cover is “Cultivated or Managed Vegetation”, select the type of irrigation 
system present.  If no system is present, use I900: No system.   A secondary irrigation 
system is optional once the primary system has been selected.   
If the irrigation system is disabled or has not been in use during the current season, 
check “NOT IRRIGATING THIS SEASON”.    
Note:  I900 with “NOT IRRIGATING THIS SEASON” is an INVALID selection as a 
nonexistent irrigation system cannot be disabled or not in use.   
If an irrigation system is clearly being used, but is not visible, use I800: Sprinkler 
(default). 
 
 
 

Figure 15.   Limitation to Agricultural Potential 

 
If the ground cover is Natural & Semi-Natural Terrestrial Vegetated (NTV) or 
Anthropogenic Terrestrial Non-vegetated Built (ATNB), the limitation field is required.  
The main factor that limits agricultural potential is listed here. 
 
 

LIMITATION TO  
AGRICULTURAL 

POTENTIAL 

SECONDARY IRRIGATION 
SYSTEM 
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Figure 16.   Survey type and Comments 

 
If the land cover polygon is not viewable from the ground, it can be surveyed from the 
air, by using photo interpretation or by using local knowledge.  Record the method 
used.    
 

Figure 17.   Editing land cover polygon in the field 

 
Preliminary land cover polygons and associated classification are based entirely on 
ortho photography which is often not current or does not provide a clear 
understanding of the patterns of ground cover.  Edits are often required.        
Land cover polygons can be “merged into”, or “split from” adjacent land cover 
polygons. 
 
Figure 18.   Editing land cover polygon in the field 

A new land cover polygon may be added by clicking on the “Add Cover” tab at the 
bottom of the page.  The land cover polygon number, survey type, and comments can 
then be added.  New polygons must be hand drawn on the appropriate orthophoto.  

02 

SURVEY TYPE AND 
COMMENTS 

 

SURVEY TYPE AND 
COMMENTS 
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Land Use Survey 
The primary purpose of the land use survey is to determine and record the presence of 
agricultural and agricultural related activities on the land parcel.  The information 
recorded in the land use survey is important for understanding how the parcel is 
utilized. 
 

Figure 19.   Agricultural Availability 

 

 
Determine if agriculture is presently in use, available but not currently in use, or 
unavailable.  Two non-agricultural land use categories can be selected. 
NOTE: If there is no current use of agriculture, the rest of the form does not need to 
be filled in. 
 
 

Figure 20.   Parcel Accuracy 

 
 
The level of accuracy is based on the degree of the property that can seen.  Refer to 
the description box in the top right corner for more information. 

 

 
 

DEGREE OF 
ACCURACY 

AGRICULTURAL 
AVAILABILITY 

LAND USE 
SPECIFICATION 
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Figure 21.   Livestock 

 
 
The type of livestock is selected from the dropdown box.  Further classification may 
be selected from the detail field.   
If more than one type of animal is present and occupying the same area, select the 
mixed herd field.   
If more than one type of animal is present and they occupy separate areas or have 
separate shelters list each livestock type in a separate field. 
Up to three methods of animal confinement may be selected.  The scale of the 
livestock opertaion is required.  The number of animals is an optional field. 
 

Figure 22.   Crop Production Practices 

 
Important information about crop production and preservation practices can be 
entered here.  The detail field contains additional options for each selection. 
 
Additional subforms exist for water management, equines, apiculture (bees) and 
aquaculture, storage, compost and manure, direct marketing, processing and 
agritourism. 
 
 

TYPE OF 
LIVESTOCK 

METHOD OF 
CONFINMENT 

NUMBER OF 
ANIMALS 


