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Summary

How was Canada’s 100 Birthday of 1967 celebrated in 
a small isolated town in Northern British Columbia? 

Alcan (Aluminum Company of Canada) carved Kitimat
from the forests at the end of Douglas Channel to 

house an ethnically diverse permanent work force, 
service industries. In 1966 the town began to plan for 
a park and memorial to mark the centennial.  In the 
end, it was the draw of Expo 67, and the efforts by 

local high school band that won out.  In this 
presentation, we explore why and how this band trip 

became THE Centennial project for Kitimat.





Northern Sentinel Wed. July 5th 1967



Methods
Contextualization -> why did the band trip 
marking the Centennial become so 
important to this small isolated diverse 
community? 

Sources of information: radio excerpts, 
Dennis Tupman interview, local newspapers, 
photographs and other sources.  



• Reel to reel and script -Maureen



















The Ingot, Feb 17, 1967 

oNorthern Sentinel, Feb. 22, 1967



The Ingot, April 7, 1967

Mrs. Keith Armour, convener of the Centennial Ball, attempts to pretty-up Wilf Thebes with a well-worn bow 
tie donated to the Music Parents Assn. by Prime Minister Pearson. Looking on and giving helpful advice are 
‘auctioneer’ Merlyn Williams and Mrs. Dougal McFee.  On the table are contributions by other famous 
Canadians.  The souvenirs are to be Chinese-auctioned off at the Centennial Ball. Proceeds of the auction go 
towards sending the High School Band to Expo ‘67.  The Ball will “get rolling” at 8 p.m. Saturday , April 8 in the 
Catholic hall.



Northern Sentinel, Wed. July 26, 1967

“well Gang, how do you feel now that it’s all over?  Gang?  … Girls… Fellows?”



Northern Sentinel Feb. 1 1967



Credits

• Dennis Tupman interview March  2016
• Photographs – Northern Sentinel ( Kitimat 

Museum and Archives);  Ingot April 7, 1967.
• Editorial cartoons from Northern Sentinel 

(July 5 and 26, 1967). 
• CBC/ CFPR radio fonds, City of Prince Rupert 

Archives  (train whistle, Centennial Diaries cd#60 
tracks 3 and 4) 


	Celebrating 1967 with sound: music education, media and memories from Northern B.C. 
	Summary
	Slide Number 3
	Northern Sentinel Wed. July 5th 1967
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	The Ingot, April 7, 1967
	Northern Sentinel, Wed. July 26, 1967
	Slide Number 18
	Credits

