
BOX	
  1.	
  Are	
  you	
  a	
  UNBC	
  
faculty	
  member	
  star5ng	
  
or	
  con5nuing	
  a	
  research	
  
project	
  involving	
  live	
  

animals	
  governed	
  by	
  the	
  
CCAC	
  (vertebrates	
  and	
  
higher	
  cephalopods)	
  

BOX	
  2.	
  YES	
  	
  Does	
  the	
  
project	
  involve	
  handling	
  

live	
  animals	
  or	
  
interven5ons	
  that	
  impact	
  
or	
  poten5ally	
  impact	
  
animal	
  welfare?	
  

BOX	
  4.	
  NO	
  	
  Does	
  the	
  
project	
  involve	
  observing	
  
animals	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  

habitat	
  with	
  no	
  
disturbance	
  to	
  the	
  

animal?	
  

BOX	
  8.YES	
  	
  UNBC	
  ACUC	
  
approval	
  NOT	
  required	
  

BOX	
  9.	
  NO	
  	
  	
  Go	
  to	
  BOX	
  5.	
  

BOX	
  5.YES	
  	
  Is	
  more	
  than	
  
one	
  ins5tu5on	
  involved?	
  

BOX	
  10.	
  NO	
  	
  Submit	
  a	
  
protocol	
  to	
  the	
  UNBC	
  
ACUC	
  for	
  review.	
  	
  

BOX	
  11.	
  YES	
  	
  Is	
  the	
  other	
  
ins5tu5on	
  a	
  CCAC	
  
cer5fied	
  ins5tu5on?	
  

BOX	
  14.	
  NO	
  	
  Submit	
  a	
  
protocol	
  to	
  the	
  UNBC	
  
ACUC	
  for	
  review.	
  

BOX	
  15.	
  YES	
  	
  Are	
  you	
  the	
  
Principal	
  Inves5gator	
  for	
  

the	
  project?	
  

BOX	
  18.	
  YES	
  	
  Submit	
  a	
  
protocol	
  to	
  the	
  UNBC	
  
ACUC	
  for	
  review.	
  

BOX	
  19.	
  NO	
  	
  Provide	
  
UNBC	
  ACUC	
  with	
  the	
  

approval	
  leMer	
  from	
  the	
  
host	
  ins5tu5on’s	
  Animal	
  
Ethics	
  CommiMee.	
  A	
  
separate	
  UNBC	
  	
  ACUC	
  

approval	
  is	
  not	
  required.	
  

BOX	
  3.	
  NO	
  	
  Does	
  your	
  
project	
  involve	
  the	
  

analysis	
  of	
  data,	
  5ssue	
  or	
  
other	
  samples	
  obtained	
  

from	
  animals?	
  

BOX	
  6.	
  NO	
  	
  Contact	
  ACUC	
  
Chair	
  to	
  explain	
  study	
  

BOX	
  7.YES	
  	
  Does	
  your	
  
project	
  involve	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  	
  
PREVIOUSLY	
  collected	
  	
  
data,	
  5ssue	
  or	
  other	
  

samples	
  obtained	
  from	
  
animals?	
  

BOX	
  12.	
  YES	
  	
  UNBC	
  ACUC	
  
approval	
  not	
  required	
  

BOX	
  13.	
  NO	
  Does	
  your	
  
project	
  involves	
  the	
  

secondary	
  use*of	
  data	
  or	
  
samples?	
  and	
  you	
  are	
  NOT	
  
an	
  ac5ve	
  partner	
  in	
  project	
  

management	
  or	
  
experimental	
  design	
  

BOX	
  16.	
  YES	
  (to	
  both	
  
parts).	
  UNBC	
  ACUC	
  

approval	
  not	
  required.	
  	
  

BOX17.	
  	
  NO	
  (to	
  either	
  or	
  
both	
  parts)	
  Go	
  to	
  BOX	
  5.	
  

*definiDon	
  for	
  Secondary	
  use:	
  The	
  use,	
  in	
  research,	
  of	
  informa5on,	
  data	
  or	
  biological	
  materials	
  originally	
  collected	
  for	
  a	
  purpose	
  other	
  than	
  the	
  current	
  research	
  purpose.

This flowchart was created by the UNBC Animal Care and Use Committee 
(ACUC) to help faculty decide when animal ethics approval is required for their 
research. This decision tree is meant to be a guide, and judgment by individual 
faculty members will need to be applied with respect to your individual projects. 
For complex scenarios, you may wish to consult with the ACUC directly (i.e. 
when considering ethics approval for collaborative projects with other Canadian 
Council on Animal Care (CCAC) or non-CCAC organizations).




