
Students Passionately Participate in Japanese Speech Contest 

 

March 5, 2016 

 

Danaya Rankin, Ami Hagiwara and Kim Tran 

Ami Hagiwara, Japanese Language Instructor 

The 28th Annual BC Japanese Speech Contest was held on March 5, 2016 at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver. 

Almost every year, UNBC sends students to this event. This year, Danaya Rankin and Kim Tran, were chosen as 

finalists in the beginner and intermediate categories. Only the top seven or eight students in BC are selected as 

finalists. Danaya and Kim worked hard to perfect their all-Japanese speeches. Rather than winning or losing , the 

greatest part of the contest is meeting people who love studying Japanese. Neither student was selected as one of 

the top three but the experience will inspire further flowering of their study of Japanese. 



Kim Tran, Joint International Studies and Political Science Major 

It was an honour to be selected to take part in the Japanese Speech Contest, again. I also attended last year. It was 

an amazing, scary, and fun experience. Simon Fraser University is located in a beautiful part of the Lower Mainland: 

on a hill, away from the city. It was a pleasant location for such an intense event. Although I practiced countless 

times, it never seemed enough. Nerves piling high as I stepped up to the podium, I delivered my speech, and when it 

was over a wave of relief washed over me. I did not win but the experience was unbelievable. The most important 

thing was that I was happy with my performance; I did much better than last year! I reached my goal of being 

accepted into the contest again and delivering my speech well. 

Danaya Rankin, Anthropology Major 

Participating in the Japanese Speech Contest was an eye-opening experience. It was incredible to be surrounded by 

not only students and their teachers, but also members of the public who were passionate about Japanese language 

and culture. It was a one-of-a-kind event, and a highlight of my university career! It encouraged me to be more open 

and confident about trying new things. I hope to have more opportunities like this to foster my interest in Japanese 

culture and language. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

ISSA Hosts 2nd Annual Pub Night 

 

February 26, 2016 

 



The International Studies Student Association (ISSA) held their second annual Pub Night at the Moose on February 

26, 2016.  This event helped the ISSA raise club funds for their club account.  This year it was Pokemon 

themed.  'Trainers' were able to participate in 8 'gym battles' and compete for prizes.  There was also a costume 

contest and a photo booth.  50 people come to the event and the club raised $250 for the ISSA to hold other events 

and socials.   

This  year the ISSA has held bake sales in support of the Prince George SPCA, a clothing drive for the Prince 

George Hospice Society Thrift Store, a bowling social, the Golden Keychella Pub Night with funds going to the Jared 

Parker Memorial Scholarship, and working at the Concession at the NSC. 

Our Department joins the Global Studies Association, North America 

 

February 9, 2016 

 

 

UNBC’s Department of Global & International Studies has joined the Global Studies Association, North 

America (http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal/index.html). A Global Studies Association (GSA) 

(https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/), based in the United Kingdom, was founded in 2000 and 

the North American branch in 2002.  

Here is how GSA and GSA, North America introduce themselves:  

“The Global Studies Association (GSA) is a multi-disciplinary scholarly association set up in order to 

address the vast social, political & economic transformations of global scope which are impacting upon 

the world today. The GSA provides a forum for scholars to collaborate & explore shared responses to 

such phenomenon, particularly in the context of globalisation. The commitment to multidisciplinarity & 

to the global context make the GSA unique in its aims & scope & thus offering its members invaluable 

contacts & connections. In addition, the thematic approach of the GSA allows interests which are not 

easily accommodated in single disciplinary associations to be fully recognised & encouraged. Thus 

individuals who share a common commitment to enhancing understanding of global life can find an 

intellectual home by working with others in the GSA.” 

 

You can find the listing for our department under GSA, North America’s “Schools” link: 

http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal/schools.html. 

http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal/index.html
https://globalstudiesassoc.wordpress.com/
http://www.net4dem.org/mayglobal/schools.html


 

Jillian Merrick elected as Prince George City Councillor 

 

September 1, 2015 

 

BA Honours INTS, 2007 

Here is Jillian’s story from International Studies to Prince George City Councillor in her own words: 

In 2002, I had a choice to make. After spending a year abroad on an International Rotary Youth Exchange, I was 

keen to pursue a career in international development. At the time, only three universities in British Columbia offered 

an International Studies program: UBC, UVic, and UNBC. I had never been to Prince George before, but the prospect 

of small class sizes and a more intensive learning experience was appealing. A scholarship offer to attend UNBC 

sealed the deal. 



After completing my first year of studies, I planned to return to my coastal hamlet hometown to live with my parents 

and sling coffee to save up for the next semester. I loaded my car with all my worldly possessions and traveled the 

800+ kilometres back home. When I arrived, I received a life-changing phone call. Dr. Don Munton, founding chair of 

the UNBC International Studies program was offering me a summer research internship in Prince George. I didn’t 

even unpack. I just turned the car around and drove back north. It’s been twelve years since that day, and I’ve never 

looked back. 

My career path and life goals have changed significantly since 2002, but my focus on small class sizes and intensive 

learning remain one of the most important parts of my education. My most memorable moments at UNBC were in tiny 

classrooms with less than ten students and professors who challenged us to dig far deeper than the pages of a 

textbook. During the course of my studies, I branched into an additional focus on Economics, recognizing the 

influence of economic systems on global relations. I became more involved with community projects and developed a 

love for work in the non-profit sector. 

Since graduation, I've pursued a more 'local' career path, but the theories and principles that I learned the 

International Studies program still apply. Thanks to my education, I am well equipped to navigate the complex power 

relationships and legal frameworks inherent in local to global community change - an exercise I find myself 

performing every day in my new role as a local government elected official. 

In 2014, I was elected a City Councillor in Prince George - a city that, prior to attending UNBC, I had never heard of. I 

am both the youngest city councillor on record and one of only two elected representatives to have earned a degree 

at UNBC. Perhaps not coincidentally, my Council colleague Garth Frizzell is also an International Studies graduate. 

While the election was certainly a life changing moment for me personally, I am beginning to recognize it also 

represents a change for the community as a whole. While students at UNBC may be studying the 'world out there', 

the impact of that learning can be seen, heard and felt in the local community. 

Outside of my political duties, I still continue my work in the non-profit sector. Over the years I've managed many 

development projects that connect community with watersheds, forests and farmland. Most recently I developed a 

program to support the viability of the small farm business in northern BC. In a world of global commodity exchange, 

food production is rife with complex challenges and opportunities. Every day, my real world experiences build upon 

the foundation learning gained at UNBC. 

______________________________________________ 

Over The Edge members attend 77th Student Journalism Conference 

March 3, 2015 



 

The Department of Global & International Studies financially supported members of Over the Edge to attend 

Canada’s 77th annual student journalism conference from January 14-18, 2015 in Ottawa where they had a chance 

to meet CBC’s chief correspondent, Peter Mansbridge (in photo with SuIn Lee (L) and Kelley Ware (R). Over the 

Edge is UNBC’s free, student-run newspaper. The conference gave UNBC’s student journalists the opportunity to 

meet with fellow journalists, share skills, and participate in seminars hosted by professionals in the field. Peter 

Mansbridge was the first night’s keynote speaker. He spoke about the importance of investigation and accountability 

in journalism. Lisa LaFlamme, Chief Anchor and Senior Editor of CTV National News, was another keynote speaker. 

Her speech was given as if she was talking to her family and friends beside a fireplace. She spoke candidly of the 

times when she couldn’t take a shower for days due to reporting in war zones or when she was present at Saddam 

Hussain’s execution. Attending the conference made us realize that journalism is not only about being able to write 

well but also about ethics rooted in humanity. Writing flows from human values, emotions, and action. 

Alumna Wins Awards for PhD Research 

January 8, 2015 



 

Hello, my name is Miriam Matejova. Dr. Wilkening asked me to tell you my story. He said it may give you ideas and 

inspiration for your post-INTS and post-UNBC journeys. My Canadian academic journey started when I immigrated to 

Canada from Slovakia in 2004. I graduated from UNBC with an Honours degree in International Studies in 2009. 

Then I went on to earn a Master’s degree in International Affairs from Carleton University’s Norman Paterson School. 

While in Ottawa, I also volunteered for the United Nations Association in Canada, co-edited a peer-reviewed journal 

of international affairs (the Paterson Review), chaired the 2011 Model NATO conference, and conducted archival 

research to co-author a book and articles on Canada’s foreign intelligence. I also travelled to Barbados where I spent 

two months as a project assistant at the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. 

Upon my return, I began a career in Canada’s public service, first working as an analyst at the Canadian International 

Development Agency and then as an economist at Environment Canada where I served as the national lead in 

providing economic analysis for federal environmental assessments. My work on Canada’s species at risk regulations 

earned me the 2014 Regulatory Excellence Award for Advancement in Instrument Design. 

I also volunteered for a global consulting firm GlobalINT where I conducted research on energy and environmental 

security largely related to climate change risks. In collaboration with GlobalINT’s Strategy Director, Dr. Chad Briggs, I 

published a book chapter on environmental security and energy in the Arctic. 

In 2012, I was awarded UNBC’s Alumnus of the Year for Professional Excellence Award. This recognition motivated 

me to establish my own scholarship at UNBC, the Miriam Matejova Award, currently valued at about $1,700 per 

academic year. The award is meant to help new immigrants who are seeking post-secondary education in Canada. I 

haven’t forgotten that I was once a financially struggling immigrant. 

I am now a PhD student in Political Science at the University of British Columbia, working under the supervision of Dr. 

Peter Dauvergne. My research centers on global environmental politics associated with climate change impacts and 

responses. In particular, I am interested in energy and environmental security in the Arctic and Asia Pacific. 



Since coming to UBC in September 2013, I have been awarded a Vanier Graduate Scholarship, a Killam Doctoral 

Scholarship, and, most recently the Donald N. Byers Memorial Prize as the highest-ranking Killam Doctoral Scholar 

of 2014. [INTS Note: The Vanier is a highly competitive award. Only about 50 are given out to social sciences and 

humanities graduate students in Canada each year. The Killam Doctoral Scholarship is “the most prestigious awards 

available to graduate students at UBC”.] 

In addition to my research and teaching assistant duties at UBC, I continue volunteering. As a Liu Scholar at UBC’s 

Liu Institute for Global Issues, I organize public lectures, workshops and gallery exhibits, and actively participate in 

various student information sessions. I also volunteer as a translator and reviewer for the TED Open Translation 

Project and, in my free time, write short non-fiction. My creative writing has appeared in the Globe and Mail, Her 

Circle, and several travel magazines. 

______________________________________________ 

ISSA Gift Giving Campaign Fights Poverty in Uganda 

November 25, 2014 

 

The International Studies Student Association (ISSA) recent conducted a campaign to raise awareness for the Gift it 

Twice Program.  Gift it Twice is an annual campaign put on by the Toronto-based NGO Raising the Village that works 

to alleviate extreme poverty in ten remote villages in Uganda.  Gift it Twice encourages people to make a charitable 

donation in someone's name rather than buying a Christmas present.  Donations go towards purchasing goats for 

economic cooperatives, providing necessary educational supplies (including books, chalk, desks, teacher training and 

school meals),  and investing in the gorilla deterrent program to keep villagers and their crops safe.  The picture 

above shows ISSA member and Treasurer Harjit Pannu raising awareness for Gift it Twice in the UNBC 

Wintergarden. 



 

English Person in Korea (EPIK) Teaching Program in South Korea 

Zan Tsang, International Studies Major – 2014 

October 28, 2014 

 

Greetings from Zan Tsang in South Korea. I graduated from UNBC in May 2014 with a Major in International Studies. 

I'm currently with the EPIK (English Person In Korea) Teaching program in Daegu, South Korea, in the southern part 

of the country. I teach 22 classes a week, and am at school from 8:30-4:30 Monday to Friday. I teach grades 3 to 6. 

The kids here are wonderful! Korea does not hold back when it comes to spending money on education! There are 33 

inch Samsung TVs mounted in every classroom and rather than just a PA system, they have a fully functional video 

broadcasting room that is operated by students (equipment, announcer, lights, etc.). South Korea is a very beautiful 

country and when I am not teaching, I am busy making new friends, exploring a new culture and country. 

Japan Exchange & Teaching Programme - JET 

Nicole Halseth, International Studies Major – 2014 

September 22, 2014 



 

Hello, my name is Nicole Halseth. I graduated from UNBC in May 2014 with a Major in International Studies and 

Minors in Sociocultural Anthropology and Global Environmental Change. Just a few short months later I moved to 

Japan to teach English as part of the JET Programme (Japan Exchange & Teaching Programme). JET is run by the 

Japanese government and is one of the largest exchange programs in the world. 

I arrived in Tokyo on August 1st for a brief but intensive job training with over a thousand recent graduates from 

around the world. It was an absolute whirlwind of activity. After two days immersed in Tokyo’s lively Shinjuku district, I 

was put on a plane with other new JET participants and shipped off to Okayama Prefecture in the south of Japan. 

Okayama, a land of peaches and sunshine (despite the semi-persistent typhoons), has been more than I could have 

imagined. I live and work in the lovely town of Niimi in Okayama Prefecture. Niimi is true countryside, with a bustling 

population of 30,000 spread out over a vast river valley. I walk out my front door and into fields upon fields of rice 

paddies, heavily forested mountains straight out of Jurassic Park (with wild boars and monkeys in place of the T-rex 

and Velociraptors), and a never ending parade of the (seemingly inexplicably-placed) vending machines. Bikes and 

trains are the transportation of choice here. 

My modest Japanese language abilities have been getting quite a workout. I negotiated phone contracts, internet 

service, and everyday tasks. In my spare time, I keep busy with community festivals and volleyball, preparing for an 

English conversation salon at the local college, and travelling as much as possible. So far, I have had the chance to 

visit magnificent limestone caves and towering castles, eat delicious food, and take my first ride on the bullet train 

(which, yeah, was pretty cool). On my weekends and vacation days, I have explored Hiroshima, and the neighbouring 

prefectures of Tottori and Shimane. I hope to visit the historic city of Kyoto during the changing of the leaves in 

autumn, as well as the sprawling mountains of Nara prefecture during the springtime Hanami: the blooming of the 

cherry blossoms. 



I work full time at three incredibly lively country elementary schools. I wake up early, put on my business suit, and roll, 

run, shout, sing, and dance for seven to nine hours before going to bed. Then I wake up and do it all over again. The 

kids are the best part of the job, without a doubt. 

The transition to living and working in a new culture has not been without its hiccups. However, life is pretty sweet 

here, in this land of peaches. I look forward to every second of it. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

World University Services of Canada (WUSC) International Forum 2013 

December 5, 2013 

 

Five UNBC students attended the World University Services of Canada (WUSC) International Forum in Ottawa in 

November 2013 as delegates of UNBC WUSC’s local committee. A contribution of $500 from the Department of 

International Studies helped to make this possible. The International Forum held workshops and debates on 

contemporary international development issues and offered a chance to make connections with students from local 

committees across Canada as well as professionals in the field. The highlight of our trip was the “Great Debate” on 

the final day of the forum. The question asked was: “What is the greatest development priority of our time?” Our 

UNBC team position suggested that a holistic, multi-perspective approach is necessary for successful development; 

context matters. We won the debate! 

The UNBC WUSC committee helps sponsor a student to UNBC from a refugee camp through the Student Refugee 

Program. As well, the local committee plans information and fundraising events for development projects around the 

world. We are continuously trying to increase community awareness through television interviews, social media, and 

information tables. Joining UNBC WUSC is an excellent opportunity for students at UNBC to gain valuable skills, 

participate in intercultural exchange, and learn about what it takes to change the world at a local and a global level. 



For further information on UNBC WUSC: 

Email: unbcwusc@gmail.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unbcwusc. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2013 CIDA Internship in Mexico 

Meghan Kennedy, International Studies Major – 2011 

November 29, 2013 

 

For 6 months in 2013, Meghan Kennedy participated in a CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency; now 

folded into a new organization called Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development, DFATD) internship 

(specifically, the International Youth Internship Program), sponsored by the Canadian government, in an 

impoverished, indigenous village called Tlamacazapa in central Mexico. Her title was “Program Officer: Education of 

Children and Women.” She supported the continued development of the education program of an international non-

profit organization called Atzin. In this position, she worked with young “village educators” to teach children who 

cannot afford to attend school or who are failing grade level in school, and to adult women in order to increase their 

basic literacy. On a weekly basis Meghan helped the educators plan and conduct their classes, and provided advice, 

guidance, ideas, and materials. She was also responsible for evaluating students' progress. Meghan says her 

experience “has been an unforgettable one, providing me with invaluable, on-the-ground community development 

experience. It has allowed me to learn about and witness the daily struggles faced by people living in poverty along 

with the challenges faced by the organizations striving to overcome this plight. Most importantly I have witnessed 

education's power to build independence and agency.” 

mailto:unbcwusc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/unbcwusc


Here is advice from Meghan on how to find such internships: 

I found this internship through CIDA's website because I knew that they posted new ones every year. The link is: 

http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/acdi-cida/psij-iyip.nsf/vStsEn?OpenView&Restr.... However, with recent cuts to 

CIDA, this is the last year for the International Youth Internship Program. The government does have a webpage 

providing advice/channels for finding a job in international development http://www.international.gc.ca/development-

developpement/jobs-emplois/index.aspx?lang=eng. You can also search through the DFATD/CIDA links or search 

out the organizations themselves. For example I know that Free the Children offers an internship. There's also 

WUSC, United Nations Association of Canada, and Oxfam Quebec. 

Their information can be found on their websites so it's often a matter of searching far and wide. 

___________________________________________________________________

Amnesty International Internship 

Heather Ritchie, UNBC Graduate 2013 

October 8, 2013 

 

A group of twenty youths from across the country made their way to their seats in a meeting room of a small 

University in Canada’s capital city. The room was suddenly overcome with a sense of emotional weight and 

apprehension as Naser al Raas entered the room, personally escorted by the secretary general of Amnesty 

International Canada. 

Naser al Raas is a Canadian citizen who was detained and tortured in Bahrain for thirty days during a trip to visit his 

family in March 2011, and now here he was meeting with the participants of Amnesty International’s annual Human 

Rights College located in Ottawa. This was the first time I had ever been able to meet with a prisoner of conscience 

and no lesson could have prepared me for it. This powerful experience was one of many that made up my position as 

a planning committee member for the Human Rights College. I sought out this opportunity in order compliment my 

education and to increase my networks for when my university life had ended but I left with so much more. 

This position was available to me because of the dedication and leadership skills I had previously shown during my 

involvement with the local Amnesty International chapter in Prince George and the networks I had already made. In 

http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/acdi-cida/psij-iyip.nsf/vStsEn?OpenView&RestrictToCategory=2012/2013
http://www.international.gc.ca/development-developpement/jobs-emplois/index.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.international.gc.ca/development-developpement/jobs-emplois/index.aspx?lang=eng


this position I had the opportunity to plan workshops and meet dedicated and influential citizens from across the 

country. As an undergraduate student it is important to be involved with as many opportunities as possible because 

soon your degree will be complete and it will become more important than ever to stay engaged in the world around 

you. Your university education is valuable but some of the most important lessons you will learn can only be taught 

outside of the class room. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

International Criminal Court (ICC) Internship 

Kaleigh Milinazzo, Joint International Studies & Political Science Major – 2011 

January 31, 2013 

 

 

From April to August 2012, I completed an internship at the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague, 

Netherlands. This year, the ICC celebrated its 10th anniversary as a permanent and independent court established to 

end impunity for the most serious crimes of international concern, specifically genocide, crimes against humanity and 

war crimes. The ICC currently has 121 States Parties, with 22 warrants of arrest issued, 16 cases, and seven 

ongoing investigations. 

As a member of the external relations team, I helped support the ICC Presidency in interactions with States, 

international organizations, civil society and other external actors. An excellent complement to my UNBC International 

Studies degree, this ‘hands on’ opportunity allowed me to gain valuable experience in the fields of diplomacy, public 

policy and international law. 

Interested students can apply for internships at the ICC on the ICC website: http://www.icc-cpi.int. 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/

