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Res\ource Hub

Bringing The \2010 Games Into The Classroom




Short-term full-time opportunity 

(6 months with possible extension)  

RESEARCHER/WRITER

POSITION DESCRIPTION
Introduction:

ARE YOU:  Enthusiastic?  Net-savvy? Interested in the Olympic/Paralympics Games? An excellent writer? 
Working closely with the LinkBC general manager and E-Legacies Resource Hub project manager, the project researcher/writer will support the development of this online resource portal. They will be responsible for a number of tasks, including investigating current and planned Games-related research and classroom instruction underway in BC (and Canadian) colleges and universities. They will also be responsible for researching Olympic/Paralympics Games related subject matter and writing/editing summaries on a wide variety of topics. These 2010 Today Discussion Starters will be used as instructor resources for publication online. This project has been approved for funding from BC Campus. 

The selected candidate should have a keen interest in the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games and, preferably, a background in the tourism industry and/or communications/journalism.  Demonstrated experience with writing/publishing is required.  Current part-time students or recent graduates of a post-secondary tourism or hospitality program will be given preference.
The selected candidate will be working independently much of the time. He/she should have superior time and task management skills, an excellent phone demeanour, and a critical eye. Familiarity with internet research and knowledge of the web are a must.  Excellent written and verbal communications skills, a professional attitude and a good sense of humour are expected. 
The successful candidate will work from their own office facilities with frequent contact in personal, phone, and online with the general manager at Capilano University and the project coordinator in Nanaimo.  
This is a 6-month term appointment on a contract basis, with a possibility of extension.  Employment will begin mid-February or March, 2009.  Limited provision for part-time employment is possible. 
Benefits:

This position offers an opportunity to: 

· Gain in-depth knowledge and understanding of the intricate components of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, the tourism industry and higher education in BC.

· Survey, chronicle and analyze the progress of the 2010 Games and supporting organizations.
· Enhance research and writing skills.

· Work with an enthusiastic team, while assisting in developing online learning tools for higher education (for instructors and students).

Submit the Following with your Resume:
Your application should include: 
· Cover letter 
· Resume of no more than 2 pages.

· A two-paragraph (1/2 page max.) written statement of why this position is appealing to you.

Deadline for Applications:

March 2nd, 2009.

Submit Applications, by e-mail,  to:  
Maynard Kirkpatrick, Project Coordinator.  mkirkpatrick@tru.ca  
Please be advised that we will reply only to short-listed candidates on the progress of the hiring for this position.
Detailed Duties – subject to change
1. Research and write a set of Instructor Resource Sheets: 2010 Today—Discussion  Starters. 
Similar to the Tourism/Hospitality Today 2-3 page resource flyers produced by LinkBC (found on www.bctorc.ca  under instructor resources); these 2010-related instructor resources will present a wide range of well-researched topics for classroom discussion. Modular in format, and developed within a standard template, they will be developed by both the project coordinator, the researcher writer, and by those instructors throughout the system with specialized interests in games-related topics.  

Within the scope of this project, 40-60 individual resources will be created, with priority topics being identified by the project steering committee. These will all be available for downloading and distribution from the website in PDF format (free of charge for instructors). 

The researcher/writer will work to:

· Research relevant topics for summary as 2010 Today—Discussion Starters.

· Write many of the Discussion Starters as learning resources which will be made available and promoted to post-secondary instructors.
· Solicit contributions from faculty or other contributors who can provide Discussion Starters.
· Edit and publish the resources to the web, by formatting and converting documents to PDF, and uploading to online portal)

2.  Assist with the creation and ongoing development of an online info-exchange hub for Games-related student opportunities, dialogue and collaboration*
The researcher/writer will work with the support of the project manager and under the direction of the project coordinator to create and develop the online info-exchange hub.  
This portion of the E-Legacies Resources Hub will present an opportunity for instructors and program coordinators to identify, share and discuss information relating to:

· Games-related student research projects

· Games-related course development, classroom activities and opportunities

· Campus activities and events related to the 2010 Games

· Student volunteer opportunities

· Newly discovered Olympic Games learning resources and ideas from other sources

· Resource and partnership opportunities with network of UK colleagues involved in higher education and 2012 initiatives

This information exchange site will provide direction on how and where to pursue student research projects, and then provide an opportunity to make the results available to students, academics and the public at large.
3.  Create linkages with, and support enhancement of, the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympics Winter Games Online Information Bank on TORC 
This part of the E-Legacies Resources Hub links to the Tourism Online Resource Centre (www.bctorc.ca). The researcher/writer will assist in the expansion and active promotion of the Olympic and Paralympic Games collection currently included in TORC. This online library will allow instructors and students one-stop access to comprehensive range of research findings, reports, news items and links to other Games-related sites and resources on the web.

The current collection is housed here:

www.linkbc.ca/main/index.php?torc_show&wid=6&sid=5&nid=25
Timeframe and Contract Budget
The contract will begin late February or early March, 2009 for six months, and has a value of $18,000.00. This approximates to 40 hours/week x $18/hr. for the 6 months. Monthly invoices, based on satisfactory completion of mutually agreed upon deliverables, will be expected. 
Inquiries to:  Maynard Kirkpatrick, Project Coordinator.  mkirkpatrick@tru.ca
Tel 250 754-7787.
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