Volunteer opportunities in Siberia

From: Tanya Yurchenko [mailto:projects@greatbaikaltrail.org]
Sent: Sat 2011-04-02 07:00

Subject: Volunteer opportunities in Siberia

My name is Tanya Yurchenko, and I am Summer Projects Coordinator for the Great Baikal Trail (GBT). The GBT is an officially recognized non-profit organization working in eastern Siberia, mostly within the national parks and nature reserves that surround Lake Baikal.

Our mission is to promote locally sustainable development through low-impact eco-tourism.  We ground our work by building a system of environmentally friendly trails, each of them safe and enjoyable for hikers of all ages and levels of experience.  We are proud to say that this is the first large system of trails in all of Russia.

The GBT also runs eco-education classes for our younger generation, where we regularly bring together local Siberian students with their international counterparts.  In this way we help to connect people with their environment and with the World Heritage Site that is Lake Baikal!

In the attached flyers you will see brief descriptions of two of the programs that we run each summer for international students and young professionals. In all there are four different ways for students to get involved with the GBT.  They can either:-

1.        Participate in our two week trail-building eco-camps. (See attached, as well as the following link for more details: http://www.greatbaikaltrail.org/en/projects/summer), or

2.        Participate in our two-week Russian language camp  (Also see attached, or the following link for more details: http://www.greatbaikaltrail.org/en/node/314), or

3.    Apply for an internship with the GBT. (In this way students and recent graduates can experience life and work in Siberia, and be directly involved in our environmental movement.  Please note, it is possible to combine a GBT internship with a Russian Language Course at Irkutsk State Linguistic University. Funding opportunities are also available with the European Voluntary Service), or

4.   Join one of our summer field trips. (Each year we are able to

organize and guide groups to help with their research on environmental, geological, or other social sciences at Lake Baikal and the surrounding areas.  We also are able to offer cultural immersion programs, where students can study the environment while living with a GBT-sponsored host family in one of our remote and beautiful Siberian villages).

We would appreciate it greatly if you could distribute all this information to your students or colleagues.  Please also visit our web site (www.greatbaikaltrail.org). Or anyone can write an e-mail to me (at gbt.projects@yandex.ru), to receive for more general information about the GBT or about Lake Baikal.

We thank you for your time.

Tatiana Yourchenko

Irkutsk, Russia

