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Complexity Affects the Resilience of Northern BC
Ecosystems, Landscapes and Social-Ecological Networks

The Economist (Dec. 5, 2009) stated that “climate change is the hardest
political problem the world has ever had to deal with”. For ecologists,
grappling effectively with the implications of climate change will require
I1FCTURE THEATRE | nhew approaches to our science that embrace complexity, interdiscipli-
narity and non-scientific world views. The presentation will outline my own
7 - 152 recent attempts to address this challenge by applying theory and ana-
lytical approaches from complex systems science to my highly specialized
empirical knowledge of the ecosystems, landscapes and social-ecological
networks of northern BC. | will use case studies from 30 years of fieldwork
Eleliir 242202 in forest and grassland ecosystems of northwest BC as well as some
=SSRy O B personal experiences as a “citizen scholar” involved in local community
capacity-building in the Bulkley Valley to examine how ecological or social-
ecological resilience is related to system complexity and to discuss how
these relationships may affect responses to climate change.
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