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PLACING VIOLENCE IN GUATEMALA: 
HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY FACTORS 
IN THE GEOGRAPHY OF FEMICIDE
C. E. Fraser

Over 5300 violent murders of women took place in Guatemala City between 2000 and 2006.  The misogynistic nature and high rate at which the murders continue to take place has led to the use of the term femicide by media, government, private, and educational organizations.  This analysis is based on data from a 2006 field school to Guatemala and includes interviews with citizens, activists and government personnel.  Secondary literature examines Guatemala’s earlier genocide, culture and policies which affect the current situation.  This study provides a historical and contemporary background and analyses the way that the post-mortem state of the body and public placement is used to create social terror.  I argue that the demobilization of military units, the changing roles of male citizens and the underlying culture of violence in Guatemala has led directly to the femicide.  The escalation of murders can be attributed to the inefficacy of police and to organized criminal activity whose terrorism mirrors that seen during the genocide.  Close examination of available data reveals a striking similarity between the modus operandi of the femicide and that of the genocide, suggesting that parallel powers continue to target the country’s vulnerable populations, including women.
THE LOCAL SCALE OF EXCLUSION: 
MEXICAN MIGRANT WORKERS AND THE 
SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL WORKERS PROGRAM
 IN ONTARIO, CANADA
E. Gallant

This paper explores the effects of the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program (SAWP) on Mexican participants in Southern Ontario.  Commenced in 1966, the SAWP initially employed only 264 workers.  It has since expanded; now importing upwards of 20,000 seasonal labourers from Mexico and the Caribbean, 80 percent of which go to Ontario.  Of this 80 percent, approximately 7000 are Mexican, and nearly all are men.  Officially promoted as a development program by the Government of Canada, the SAWP has come under a broad range of criticism in recent years.  This criticism has centred on violations of labour laws pertaining to safe work conditions, fair pay and adequate shelter provision.  In analyzing the literature pertaining to the program, it is argued that physical, social, and discursive exclusion from Canadian communities are pivotal enabling factors in the denial of Mexican migrant workers’ rights and benefits.  As these processes of exclusion take place at the local scale, the rurality of the southern Ontarian agricultural landscape is seen as crucial in understanding how they are played out.  In this context, rural public space, differential mobilities, language and public discourses are identified as “devices of exclusion”.  The paper employs David Sibley’s (1995) Geographies of Exclusion as a theoretical framework in analyzing these exclusionary devices and processes.
BURDENING THE BURDERED: 
CAN SOCIAL SUPPORTS MAKE UP FOR NEEDED OR LOST SERVICES?  A CASE STUDY OF THE PEACE RIVER REGION OF BC

G. Halseth
 and C. Hoffman

Since the 1980s, service availability in rural and small town Canada has been decreasing.  Looking forward, population aging in this same rural and small town context will increase the need for a range of health, care, and quality of life services for older residents.  To explore these future service needs, this presentation draws on a recent household survey of older residents in the Peace River region of northeastern British Columbia.  First, we examine services that respondents feel are needed in order to help older residents maintain their health and independence.  Second, against the backdrop of formal service reduction, we examine the pattern of service needs and service provision for respondents who identified that they have needed assistance in the past 12 months.  Finally, we explore future potential pressures on informal service providers by examining the presence of social support networks available to older residents of the Peace River region.  
Key words: service restructuring, seniors, social care networks, care provision.
STUDENT TRAINING THROUGH MULTI-DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH TEAMS

G. Halseth
 and L. Ryser

There have been increasing pressures from funding agencies for multidisciplinary research.  At the same time, there are longstanding concerns about the mentoring and training for students as future researchers and colleagues.  Interviews with faculty were conducted to explore experiences and strategies deployed for student training and development through multi-disciplinary research teams.  Specifically, key informant interviews with eleven faculty from eleven universities across Canada were completed.  Key issues explored include student roles in research, student training, and factors limiting or enhancing student participation.  Faculty were also asked to describe strategies for recruiting students within and outside of the university, as well as strategies for training, mentoring, monitoring, and team building in a national collaborative research project.  Among the issues of concern are human resource and socio-economic constraints, as well as geographic, communication, and institutional limitations.  
Key words: multi-disciplinary research, student training, collaboration.
HISTORIC MIGRATION PATTERNS IN THE UPPER FRASER REGION, BRITISH COLUMBIA

K. Kusch

Between 1920 and 1990, the Upper Fraser region of British Columbia experienced a period of rapid socio-economic change in which numerous small communities developed, boomed, busted, and faded away.  The fortunes of these towns largely revolved around the existence of sawmills, which began to close in the 1960’s as the lumber industry consolidated.  Today, only 14 of 34 Upper Fraser communities remain.  Using oral histories, background interviews, and questionnaires, this research looks at why residents migrated to the area, and the reasons for their departure.  Results indicate that migration to the area was driven primarily by opportunities for employment.  As families developed, lack of employment opportunity outside of the lumber industry and lack of educational facilities for children prompted most residents to leave, often in advance of the closing of the local sawmills.
“HANDS OFF!”: 
THE CHANGING NATURE OF COMMUNITY-COMPANY RELATIONSHIPS IN THE BC FOREST SECTOR
Alex G. Martin

The process of economic restructuring within the forestry sector has had dramatic impacts on forest-dependent communities in British Columbia.  In addition to the changing roles in resource extraction and processing, the nature of the relationship between resource companies and small forest dependent communities has changed.  While literature on resource restructuring and the resulting community impacts has grown since the 1980s, there has been little focus on the changing nature of community-company relationships.  The purpose of this paper is to critique past (paternalistic) and current (hands-off) approaches adopted by companies when interacting with communities.  This paper is part of a larger research project focusing on contemporary community-company dynamics in forestry-dependent communities in northern BC.
“WE WANT TO STAY WHERE THERE IS OPPORTUNITY”: 
EXPLORING IMMIGRANT SETTLEMENT AND INCORPORATION IN BRANDON, MANITOBA
Anisa Martin

While Canada’s largest cities attract the highest number of immigrants, some are moving to rural and small city regions.  Given the small population of rural and small cities, their social fabric can be significantly and rapidly transformed from an increase in immigrant population.  The  province of Manitoba has attracted new immigrants through the Provincial Nominee Program over the last 9 years.  Brandon has experienced a sudden increase in its immigrant population.  This research examines the different immigrant classes as defined by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (Economic Class, Family Class, and Refugee) in Brandon and how each class has adjusted to settling and incorporating into the community.  The presentation will focus on defining rural and small town immigrants, why they chose to live in Brandon, and will explore commonalities and differences with incorporation strategies between different immigrant groups.  
Keywords: small city, Manitoba Provincial Nominee Program, Brandon, settlement
WET’SUWET’EN TREATY: 
WHY EXTINGUISH ABORIGINAL TITLE IN ORDER TO 
PROMOTE NEO-LIBERAL INTERESTS?
L. Naziel

This paper argues that the current British Columbia Treaty Process is compromising land rights and agency of the Wet’suwet’en Nation.  By drawing on theoretical frameworks of geographies of resistance and legal geographies, I argue that the Treaty process poses potential unforeseen consequences for the future generations of Wet’suwet’en people.  Historic annihilation of place through law is explored.  Inuk Nu’at’en (Our Own Law) outlines the Wet’suwet’en governance structure and how this mechanism of governance ensures sustainability for the future.  Wet’suwet’en women are significant in the processes of governance, the challenge remains that women continue to be valued leaders within the power constructs of society.  Reconciliation for past injustice, protection and sustainability of land is the vision for many Wet’suwet’en people.  Furthermore, in opposition to neo-liberal purpose, it becomes critical to actively engage in and negotiate processes that promote sustainability from a local to global scale.
TRACING THE SOURCES OF FINE-GRAINED SEDIMENT FOLLOWING A WILDFIRE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

P. N. Owens
, E. L. Petticrew
, W. H. Blake and T. R. Giles

Wildfires are important from a hydrological and geomorphological perspective because they can alter soil hydrology and the rates of soil erosion, mass movement and channel bank erosion, which affect the delivery of water, sediment, carbon and chemicals to rivers.  In turn, these changes have important implications for salmonid spawning gravels and other riverine habitats, and the chemical and ecological quality of freshwaters in forested catchments.  This paper describes a study examining the potential of mineral magnetic, geochemical and organic properties to determine if a wildfire in 2003 in a catchment in British Columbia, Canada, caused a change in the sources of the suspended sediment transported in the channel relative to a nearby unburnt (reference) catchment.  The results show that some of the properties offer the potential to determine sediment sources in the unburnt catchment.  However, the 2003 wildfire modified the concentrations of some properties and this can either compromise or enhance their ability as tracers in the burnt catchment.  This has implications for the use of certain properties as fingerprints and raises important issues about approaches to sediment source identification.
KEMESS NORTH: 
A CASE STUDY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONFLICT AND FIRST NATIONS’ HEALTH

J. Place
 and N. Hanlon

In recent years, uncertainty concerning the long term future of British Columbia’s forest industry has led to renewed interest in the mining sector as a means of generating economic growth.  While unresolved treaty negotiations and ongoing land claims with First Nations remain significant issues in the evaluation of potential resource development projects, a second set of concerns has also emerged.  These concerns centre around the legal obligations of the provincial government to establish meaningful processes of consultation with First Nations regarding the impacts of mining activities on their environment, health and traditional ways of life.  Political ecology holds much promise as a critical framework for exploring the uneven power relations and discursive strategies that underlie these consultative processes between state, industry and Aboriginal groups.  Using the proposed Kemess North mine project in northern BC as a case study, I employ qualitative research methods to explore the competing claims and discourses of environmental risk and welfare development.  The linkages between the Takla Lake First Nation and the Tsay Keh Dene’s perceptions of risk, environmental values and health are explored in the context of this political process of environmental review, and it is suggested that health and well-being are undermined when First Nations perspectives are not effectively acknowledged and incorporated into the assessment.
LESSONS LEARNED IN COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH: THE OLD MASSETT VILLAGE COUNCIL FIVE YEAR 
HUMAN RESOURCES STRATEGIC PLAN PROJECT

J. Reschny
, D. Manson
, and Greg Halseth

There are many challenges to conducting community-based research in Aboriginal communities.  The Community Development Institute (CDI) at UNBC approaches these challenges by first recognizing that community-based work rests upon the development of a long-term relationship between the community and the research centre.  Such a relationship, based on trust and understanding creates a foundation for talking about mutually beneficial research projects.  In the execution of such projects, the CDI aims to facilitate community empowerment and the creation of local capacity.  In all, there is a need to nurture the working relationship by effectively communicating ideas and results throughout the term of the project and afterwards.  The CDI’s approach to community-based research, along with examples of the challenges of this type of research will be presented through a case study analysis of a project completed by the CDI in partnership with the Old Massett Village Council (OMVC), entitled the “Old Massett Village Council Five Year Human Resources Strategic Plan” project.
THE HISTORICAL DECLINE OF WOODLAND CARIBOU (RANGIFER TARANDUS CARIBOU) AND THE APPEARANCE OF MOOSE (ALCES ALCES) IN THE FORT ST. JAMES REGION, NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA

D. Santomauro

Woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou) of the boreal forests of British Columbia have demonstrated a long-history of decline in distribution and abundance.  In contrast to this pattern of decline, moose (Alces alces) have expanded their distribution across the province.  Research on the ecology of these two species suggests that these shifts in distribution are related.  We have documented temporal patterns in the shifting distribution of caribou and moose in the Fort St. James region, northern British Columbia, between the years 1820 – 1950.  We inferred changes in distribution and possible causative mechanisms from historical information gathered from four sources: 1) scientific literature; 2) semi-structured interviews with local aboriginal and non-aboriginal elders; 3) archives of the Hudson Bay Company; and 4) community histories.  This research will provide valuable insights on the use of historical information to infer long-term ecological processes and patterns and increase our understanding of this historical changes in distribution of woodland caribou and moose in the Fort. St. James area and across northern British Columbia.
The Morning They Took Our Men:
After Twenty Five Years the Survivors of Estrella Polar 
Are Asking for Justice
C. Silva

This paper is based on experience as a Canada Corp intern with the Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology Foundation (FAFG) in the summer of 2006.  Using materials made available by the FAFG and collaborating organization Communitarian Studies and Psycho-Social Action Team (ECAP), I examine the geographical displacement of people as a result of massacres that occurred during the 1980s; most specifically the final campaign under the Romeo Lucas García government led to genocide in the community of Estrella Polar in the municipality of Chajul, department of Quiché in the north of Guatemala.  It is now 25 years since the final campaign.  In this paper, I examine the background at the massacre itself, the resulting gender relations, and will further examine the current atmosphere that sees the return migration of women to seek justice for the dead, the voicing untold truths, and the return of the victims’ remains to their families. 

Key words: internship, Guatemala, history, displacement, forensic anthropology, exhumation, community, justice, survivors, impunity

LANDSCAPES OF RESISTANCE: 
GRAFFITI IN POSTCONFLICT GUATEMALA

L. Van de Keere

Since the 1996 Peace Accords officially brought a close to 36 years of internal armed conflict in Guatemala, public space has been continually reinvented. Visual landscape markers, such as graffiti and other forms of informal public art, are present on a variety of scales in urban and rural regions – some publicly, and others clandestinely for fear of military reprisal.  By using a geographic lens to guide landscape interpretation in postconflict Guatemala, “landscapes of resistance” are examined and related to the spatialization of power and oppression.  Specifically, interviews were conducted with non-governmental, governmental, private sector, and grassroots organizations in August 2006 to explore how Guatemalans have transformed landscapes into sites of resistance against enduring human rights violations towards indigenous Mayan populations.  I will argue that the transformation of landscape plays a role in supporting collective grieving processes, encouraging action against perpetrators of genocide, and shattering the cycle of impunity plaguing contemporary Guatemala.  
Key Words: graffiti, Guatemala, postconflict landscape, public space
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