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Interpretation

ÅCommunication process

ÅReveal meanings and 

relationships

ÅOn-site, first-hand 

experiences

ÅGoals: knowledge, 

inspiration, motivation, 

and behavioural change



Freeman Tilden: 

ñInterpretation to 

children should not be 

a dilution of the 

presentation to adults 

but should follow a 

fundamentally 

different approachò



Why a Different Approach?

ÅCognitive development stage

ÅYounger kids learn better with:

ïPhysical interaction

Åwith tangible, real objects, using 

all of their senses (Piaget)

ïPretend play

Åcan enable abstract thought 

(Vygotsky)

Åto learn about their role within 

their environment (Mearns)





Improv Theatre?

=  Play games, solve problems, loosely 

structured, within environment

ÅFocus on process versus result

ïUses physical involvement, senses, pretend play





Fostering the Futureprogram
Purpose: to test the effectiveness of improvisational theatre 

games as an interpretive approach for children aged 6-12

Lemonade

Build-a-Story

Nature Sounds

Grizzly wants a 

corner

2006 Program:

ÅImprov games

ÅNature walk

ÅGroup building





Evaluation:
ÅWhich activities did 

you enjoy best? Least?

ÅFrom which did you 

learn most? Least?

ÅMost important 

thing you learned?

Å1 question for 

Banff NP?


